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Good afternoon!

I am Sing.

Bachelor of Education
(English Language) - Primary

Year 4



Why can we use storytelling
In language teaching?

Let’s start with the rationale behind the unit plan.



Storytelling can...

1. foster children’s development of both listening and

comprehension skills (Morrow & Gambrell, 2002)

1. make children retain deep affection for and become

motivated to learn a language independently (Lane &

Wright, 2007)
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What storybook was chosen then?

The context of the unit plan is built upon it.



If You Take a Mouse to the Movies

Author: Laura Numeroff

Synopsis:

- A boy takes his mouse to the theatre

- The mouse sees lots of things that enchant him

e.g. popcorn, Christmas tree

- He decides to decorate the Christmas tree at home
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What pronunciation items 
can we teach then?

It’s high time to draw on the online corpus!



Linking in the corpus

Point to note:

other examples of linking rather than CV linking are taught in the unit plan

99%!

CORPUS
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Schwa (vowel reduction) in the corpus

CORPUS

> 50%!
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Sentence stress/ Rhythm in the corpus

http://phonetics2.eduhk.hk/#/passage_one?id=2

CORPUS

(e.g. HK01)

http://phonetics2.eduhk.hk/#/passage_one?id=2
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How can the story link with 
those pronunciation items?

Let’s look into the layout of the unit plan first.



Layout of the unit plan

Target group: P3/4

1st lesson: storytelling session & post-reading activity

2nd lesson: schwa & linking

3rd lesson: content words & function words

→ extension activity
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1st lesson

- Teacher-student interaction

- Eliciting verbal responses

- Setting up a context for pronunciation teaching,

i.e. an introduction
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1st lesson
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2nd lesson: teaching schwa



2nd lesson: teaching schwa
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2nd lesson: teaching schwa
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2nd lesson: teaching schwa
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2nd lesson: teaching schwa
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2nd lesson: teaching schwa
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2nd lesson: teaching schwa
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2nd lesson: teaching schwa
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2nd lesson: teaching schwa
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2nd lesson: teaching schwa
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2nd lesson: teaching schwa
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2nd lesson: teaching schwa

http://phonetics2.eduhk.hk/#/passage_two?id=6

Let’s try this out! → Task 1 （p. 18)

CORPUS

(e.g. HK05)
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2nd lesson: teaching schwa

Task 1 (p. 16 in the worksheet):

Underline the schwa sounds

in the following example from the corpus:

(‘a’ in ‘was’ is underlined as an example)

There was once a poor shepherd boy

who used to watch his flocks in the fields

next to a dark forest near the foot of a mountain.
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2nd lesson: teaching schwa

Answer:

There was once a poor shepherd boy

who used towatch his flocks in the fields

next to a dark forest near the foot of amountain.
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2nd lesson: teaching linking



2nd lesson: teaching linking



2nd lesson: teaching linking
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2nd lesson: teaching linking
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2nd lesson: teaching linking

Task 2 (p. 17 in the worksheet):

Try to show the linking between words.

If  you  take  a 

He’ll  ask  you

When  you  give  him

String  it  all
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2nd lesson: teaching linking
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2nd lesson: teaching linking
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2nd lesson: teaching linking
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2nd lesson: teaching linking

P. 37
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2nd lesson: teaching linking
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2nd lesson: teaching linking
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2nd lesson: teaching linking
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2nd lesson: teaching linking
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2nd lesson: teaching linking

The

CORPUS

http://phonetics2.eduhk.hk/#/passage_one?id=13(e.g. HK10)
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2nd lesson: teaching linking

Task 3 (p. 18 in the worksheet): 
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2nd lesson: teaching linking

Task 3 in the worksheet:
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3rd lesson: content words & function words

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hQ2DGNiiUjY
0:40
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3rd lesson: content words and function words

Task 4 (p. 19 in the worksheet):

Draw big and small circles, i.e. content and function words, 

under the following clause: 

He’ll    ask     you     for     some     popcorn 
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3rd lesson: content words & function words

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hQ2DGNiiUjY
0:52
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3rd lesson: content words & function words
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3rd lesson: content words & function words
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3rd lesson: content words & function words

http://phonetics2.eduhk.hk/#/passage_one?id=2(e.g. HK10)
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3rd lesson: extension activity
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3rd lesson: extension activity

On the blackboard:

1. Is there any ‘a’ sound? 
What should you do?

2. Can you link some words together?

3. What words are the ‘big red Christmas balls’? 
What should you do?
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Just a simplified version...

The detailed lesson plans, PowerPoint slides 
and worksheets

will be uploaded online later.



For the storybook...
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Thank you!

Any questions?




