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EdUHK Corpus-based ELT Lesson Design Competition 

Lesson Topic/Title: Reading-Mother of Ten Thousand Babies 

 

Competition No. CH 40 

Author(s): Zhang Hui 

Affiliation(s): The Affiliated High School of South China Normal University 

Target Students: Senior one 

Corpora Used:  

� Mother of Ten Thousand Babies and Tu Youyou Awarded Nobel Prize in the 

textbook of Senior High School English published by People’s Education Press 

(attached at the end of the lesson design) 

� Free iWeb corpus downloaded from the website 

https://www.corpusdata.org/iweb_samples.asp 

Corpus Tools: AntConc 3.2.4w (Windows), VersaText 

Lesson Duration: 45 minutes 

Learning Objectives: 

At the end of this lesson, students are expected to 

1. predict the main idea of the text according to the word clouds 

2. identify the text type according to the keyword list 

3. grasp and restructure information about Lin Qiaozhi’s life experiences 

4. conclude the qualities of Lin Qiaozhi by listing some supporting evidence in 

concordance lines 
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Teaching procedure: 

Step 1. Make predictions 

Make predictions according to the word clouds below and the illustrations of the text. 

Share your understanding of the title. 

� What do you think the text will talk about according to the word clouds? (e.g. 

What might be the name of the “mother”? What may she do?) 

� What do you expect to know? 
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Teacher Tips: Show how to use Versatext to get the word clouds of the content words 

and ask students to circle and group these words based on the name of the character, 

job, possible description of the character’s life and characteristics.  

Name: Lin Qiaozhi 

Job/job-related: Dr, Doctor(s), physician, medicine, patients(s), medical 

Life: single, tired, hard, poor 

Characteristics: responsible, amazing 

 

[Purpose] To make students have a general idea of what the text talks about and 

inspire them to discover more in the passage 

 

Step 2. Fast-reading 

1. Try to identify the text type according to the keyword list of the text below. How 

do you know?  

A. Travel journal  B. Biography C. Letter  D. Expository writing 

 

Teacher Tips: It is a biography. Biography is a kind of literary form mainly 

describing the experiences of characters. Many pronouns she/her are used in the text 

to refer to the main character and many words to address someone are used such as Dr, 

doctor, patient, woman, and physician. These are the features of biography. 
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*The Keyword List above uses 110 free full-text iWeb samples as the reference corpus 

 

2. Read the whole text quickly to check your prediction and think about in what order 

the text is written.  (In chronological order) 

 

[Purpose] To instruct students to pay attention to text features 

 

Step 3. Jigsaw reading 

� Form groups of five 

� Each group member reads one different paragraph (chosen from paragraphs two 

to six) 

� Find out the important events related to Dr Lin, her choice and the results at 

different times by reading and asking your group members the information you 

need. Finish the table below. 

 

Time Important events Her choice Results 

In 1906    

At age 18    
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At age 26    

In 1939    

...    

 

[Purpose] To train students’ ability of grasping and restructuring detailed information 

about Lin’s life experiences according to the timeline by independent reading and 

group sharing  

 

Step 4. Further-understanding 

Think of the questions: 

1. What achievements did Dr Lin gain after making the choices? (You can see the 

sentences below as a hint.) Could you use some adjectives to describe her?   

 

 

2. What was the main principle of life that guided Dr Lin to make the choices in her 

life? What qualities do you think she has? An example has been done for you. 

� Read the concordance lines    

� Identify the description of Dr Lin’s words, behaviors and personalities in the 

surrounding context 

� Draw a conclusion about what qualities Dr Lin has 

� Share your opinions with your group members and finish the brace map together 

 

Teacher Tips: Teacher can ask students how to search the words “I, Lin, she” on 

AntConc to get the concordance lines if computers are available; if not, print the 

concordance lines and show how to search these words on the computer in the 

classroom. 
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Dr Lin’s main principle is to ____________________          

                                 

 

 

Dr Lin’s 

qualities 

 1. She is determined 

to chase her dream 

even though there 

are difficulties 

 Evidence 1: She’d rather stay single to 

study all her life 

Evidence 2: 

……: 

 

2. She is _______. 

 Evidence 1: 

Evidence 2: 

……: 

 

3. She is _______. 

 Evidence 1: 

Evidence 2: 

……: 

 

                                        

[Purpose] To practice students’ skill of inductive reasoning through encouraging them 

to evaluate Dr Lin by finding the evidence; to let the students learn from the virtues 

and moral principles of Dr Lin. 

 

Step 5. Role-play 
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Conduct an interview in pairs. One student acts as Lin Qiaozhi, while the other acts as 

a reporter interviewing her. 

The interview should include: 

1. A brief introduction about Lin Qiaozhi; 

2. The hard choices and achievements of Lin Qiaozhi during her life; 

3. The reporter’s comments on Lin Qiaozhi. 

 

[Purpose] To wrap up and give students a chance to apply what they have learnt 

through speaking. 

 

Homework 

Read the article Tu Youyou Awarded Nobel Prize with the help of word cloud and 

concordance 

1. Paste the text on VersaText, get the word cloud and group the words to identify 

the possible topic(s);  

2. Focus on the adjective word cloud of the text to form a better impression of Tu 

Youyou described in the text; 

3. Use AntConc to make concordance lines of pronouns/names; 

4. Try to analyze why Tu Youyou is considered a great person based on the 

adjective word cloud and concordance lines.  
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� For the reading lesson: 
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� For the homework: 

 

 


