
Rationale 

The lesson design mainly focuses on the confusion sound pairs of consonant sounds of 

/θ/ and /s/. Before designing the lesson, the author did a consonant sound pronunciation 

analysis based on the website Spoken English Corpus of Chinese and Non-Chinese 

Learners in Hong Kong (https://corpus.eduhk.hk/english_pronunciation/), 

which is built by CHEN Hsueh Chu, Rebecca and her excellent team members. The 

author selected consonants-fricatives-/θ/ and /s/ as an example and found that 59 

students in 135 encounter the problem with wrong pronunciation in /θ/. The passage 

recorded is named ‘The Boy who cried wolf’. In the whole passage, there are only three 

words containing the consonant-fricative sound /θ/, third, thought and threaten in 

sequence. Surprisingly, the proportion of wrong pronunciation rate deserves deep 

thinking and is necessary to take some corrective measure to help students successfully 

solve the problem. As a conclusion, 25/59 students have difficulties in threaten, 32/59 

meet problem in word third and nearly 45/59 are unable to correctly pronounce in word 

thought. Amazingly, the word thought is widely appeared in our daily life. 

  Therefore, the lesson plan is totally started from improving students speaking and 

listening abilities, seldom has a concentration on writing and reading skill in such a 

time-limited class. Different stages demonstrate different purposes, and the difficulties 

are gradually increased. Students would repeatedly travel between the wrong 

pronunciation finding and correct pronunciation practice. The whole lesson is 

developed with enjoyment and challenge, so students will never feel bored to do so, 

contrarily, it shows a feeling that learning pronunciation could be such a funny thing. 

Stages are: 

1. Move-watching 

2. Passage reading aloud 

3. Teacher’s demonstration 

4. Song-singing 

5. Picture matching 

6. Tongue twister competition 

7. Additional corpus instruction 

 

Learning media and resource consist of an essential and indispensable element in 

teaching. In this lesson, it breaks the traditional TTT (teacher talking time) method and 

transfer to new TTT (teach-talking-test) mode. Media and resource are: 

1. Video or movies from YOUTUBE. 

2. Pronunciation from Spoken Corpus. 

3. BBC learning English. 

4. Corpus-aided Pronunciation Teaching Framework 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Target Students: Primary 6 

 

Prior Knowledge: The have already learned the Chinese version of the stories 

 

Corpus used: Spoken English Corpus of Chinese Learners in Hong Kong 

 

Class Duration: 60 min 

 

Topic: English pronunciation-the Consonant Sound /θ/ 

Author: Qin Shengni 

 

Teaching aids and materials: 

1. Worksheet1,2,3,4 

2. Competition score cards 

3. Pronunciation recordings 

4. YouTube videos 

5. Recordings for worksheet 1(PPT) 

 

Learning Objectives: 

1. Student can pronounce the consonant fricative ‘th’ sound /θ/ correctly. 

2. Student can make use of the spoken English corpus for advanced learning. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Stage 1: Lead-in (video watching) 5min  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7C-vYY3SBDE&ab_channel=KamleshRavlani 

    

 

 

Stage 2. Listening activity (15min) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Purpose: 

1. To contextualize the knowledge in real video and arouse students’ interest 

and curiosity 

2. Choose 2-3 students to express their after-watching feeling. 

Steps:  

1. Watch a funny short video  

2. Ask students to think what happened? Is there any problem? 

3. Choose some 2 or 3 students to demonstrate their after-watching feeling. 

 

Purpose: 

1. To train students problem-solving ability  

2. To help them concentrate on the words are going to be studied 

3. To develop students’ summarization ability 

 

Step1: Make use of Worksheet 1 

1. Give students 2 mins to get familiar with the passage and read aloud 

individually. 

2. Ask students to pay more attention to the highlighted words 

3. Listen 3 students’ recordings and judge whether each student pronounce 

correctly? Use mark √ or X. 

4. Finish the judgement and check whether they make the same mistake with 

the recording. 

5. Listen to the correct recording 

 

Individual 

work 

Individual 

work 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Stage 3. Mistake summary (5min) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

/θ/→/s/ /s/→/θ/ 

thought so 

third once 

threaten racing 

 used 

 us 

 

 

 

Stage 4. Advanced Corpora Self learning (7min) 

 

Instructions for corpus learning (Consonant Sound /θ/ as an example) 

 

Website: https://corpus.eduhk.hk/english_pronunciation/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Step 1: click the website---Our Spoken Corpus 

Purpose: 

1. Build self-recognition, knowing their easily made but unconscious mistakes 

2. Train their summarization ability, so they can draw inferences about other cases 

from one instance 

 

Step 1: categorize the words and put them into the same category 

 

Teacher’s work 

Purposes: 

1. Introduce students some useful website for your advanced learning, to train 

their self-learning ability 

2. Master ability of finding video or recording resource while encountering the 

difficulties or confusion sounds. 

3. Help students to know different pronunciation features in different countries or 

districts. 

 

Teacher’s work 

https://corpus.eduhk.hk/english_pronunciation/
http://www.youdao.com/w/draw%20inferences%20about%20other%20cases%20from%20one%20instance/#keyfrom=E2Ctranslation
http://www.youdao.com/w/draw%20inferences%20about%20other%20cases%20from%20one%20instance/#keyfrom=E2Ctranslation


 

Step 2: Choose ‘Search’ 

 

Step 3: Choose Passage Two—Step 1—Consonants---Step 2--Fricative 

 

 

 

 

 

Tips:  

We choose /θ/--/s/ as an example as they are confusion sound pairs, students can 

choose their own problem sound for purpose. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Step 4: Click any speakers showed above on the right---get the recording (can also 

download if necessary) 

 

 

As the result shows: 

1. There are 59 students having pronunciation problems in pronouncing the /θ/ to /s/. 

2. The students who have confusion sound pairs in /θ/ and /s/ are mainly from 

mainland China. 

3. The proportion of wrong pronunciation in ‘third’, ’thought’ and ‘threaten’ are 

32/59, 45/59, 25/59, respectively. 

4. Only five students have the problem in pronouncing the /s/ to /θ/ 



 

Stage 5 : learn the correct IPA via You Tube(10min) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Step 1: 

Watch the video carefully and read after it. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/learningenglish/english/features/box-sets/ep1-20124 

(start: 49:29    end: 50:13) 

 

 

Step 2: Learn and Let’s sing together “Happy birthday” (Worksheet 2) 

 

Purpose: 

1. To help students learn correct pronunciation 

2. To motivate their learning while singing 

 

Whole class 

work 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/learningenglish/english/features/box-sets/ep1-20124


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=II3bhXfarqo&ab_channel=TheSingingWalr

us-EnglishSongsForKids 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Stage 6. Matching and speaking (10min) Individual 

work 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Purpose: 

1. To enable student get familiar words in real context 

2. To help students pronounce correctly 

 

Steps 

1. Ask students to finish the worksheet 3 individually 

2. Work in pair to check the pronunciation 

3. The teacher shows the pictures and randomly asks one of the students to pronounce. 

4. Learn with the Youtube video of some words. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tmFQPbI3mWc&ab_channel=HelloCarrie 

 



 

 

 

 



 

Stage 7.  Tongue twister. (8min) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Purpose 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To deepen their memory in terms of the pronunciation of consonant sound /θ/ 

Steps 

1. Divide the students into four groups with 5 students 

2. Each group choose a candidate to show a performance in front of the classroom. 

Other groups give a score. 

3. The group gets the highest score will be the champion and win the champion 

prize. 

 

group work 



 

 

Stage 8. More corpus investigation (5min) 

 

    If you want to know more about different pronunciation features in different 

countries or cities, you can: 

1.  click the website 

2.  Our Spoken Corpus 

3.  For Chinese Learners’ or ‘For non-Chinese Learners’  

 

 

If you want to do some training or self-test, it’s perfect for you to choose 

different units as below: 

1. Pronunciation practice 

2. Self-access Learning Activities 

3. Word Stress Training 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 


