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EdUHK Corpus-based ELT Lesson Design Competition 

Lesson Topic/Title: Restrictive Attributive Clauses led by 

who/which/that/whose 

 

Notes:  

1. You may choose to focus on a separate linguistic skill, e.g., vocabulary, grammar, 

pronunciation, writing, reading, etc., or a combination of different linguistic skills, in your lesson 

design.  

2. Please provide concrete teaching activities/working sheets with necessary notes/instruction. 

 

Competition No.        CH  36 

Author(s):     Zhang Jing 

Affiliation(s): Xiehe Middle School, Guangzhou, Guangdong Province, PRC 

Target Students: Senior 1 

Corpus Used:  https://www.lextutor.ca/conc/eng/ (‘2k Graded(1m)*’) 

Lesson Duration: 80 minutes (a double-lesson) 

Learning Objectives:  

1. To differentiate the four relative pronouns of restrictive attributive clauses, 

namely who, which, that, whose; 

2. To provide students with authentic language use of restrictive attributive 

clauses; 

https://www.lextutor.ca/conc/eng/
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3. To express students’ love for their mom. 

 

Hi, Mom! is a movie _________ can make you 

laugh and cry. It is about a daughter _________ 

went back in time, became her mother's BFF, and 

took part in her life experiences (dating, getting 

married, working, having kids, etc.). This is the 

first film _________ Jialing has ever written, 

directed and produced. Actually, the purpose of 

making this film is to commemorate Jia’s mother 

Li Huanying  _________ delicate and selfless love 

has deeply touched the heart of the audience .   

 

 

1. Read the text. Fill in the missing words from the box below 

 

 

 

2. Look at the concordance lines below and see if you can find the 

answers to Question 1 by yourself, then check and discuss with 

your partner. 

 

who      which        that        whose 
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3. Answering Question a - h. Groups can then feedback to each other, 

explaining the words. 

a. Please circle the part before the word who and underline the part after 

the word who in the sentences. The first example has been done for you. 
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b. Tick the correct one(s). (You may tick both if necessary) 

→The circled words in Question a. refer to sb  sth 

    These underlined words in Question a. refer to a phrase      sentence 

        The underlined part in Question a. is used to introduce      modify     the  

circled part.     

c. Please circle the part before the word which and underline the part after 

the word which in the sentences. The first example has been done for you. 

 

d. Tick the correct one(s). (You may tick both if necessary) 

 →The circled words in Question c. refer to sb      sth 

        These underlined words in Question c. refer to a phrase      sentence     

        These underlined part in Question c. is used to introduce      modify       the 

circled part.    

e. Please circle the part before the word that and underline the part after the 

word that in the sentences. The first example has been done for you. 
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f. Tick the correct one(s). (You may tick both if necessary) 

→The circled words in Question e. refer to sb      sth 

    These underlined words in Question e. refer to a phrase       sentence      

    These underlined part in Question e. is used to introduce      modify     

the circled part.    

g. Please circle the part before the word whose and underline the part after 

the word whose in the sentences. The first example has been done for you. 

 

 
 

h. Tick the correct one(s). (You may tick both if necessary) 

→The circled words in Question g. refer to sb      sth 

       These underlined words in Question g. refer to a phrase       sentence 

       These underlined part in Question g. is used to introduce      modify  

the circled part.      

   

4. Discovery and discussion. 
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Are you familiar with restrictive attributive clause? With the help of the table 

below, can you discover and discuss the form, function and use of restrictive 

attributive clause with your partner?   

Restrictive Attributive Clause 

e.g (from corpus): 

Mr Moreen is a person who suffered brain damage. 

It was the hope which the French encouraged from time to time. 

The French Open Champion has a serious condition that will have to be taken 

care of seriously. 

… subject whose importance is seldom realized. 

… a man whose business is a corn miller’s business. 

form sb/________ + who/______________ +___________ 

 

function Restrictive Attributive Clause acts as ______________. 

in a sentence. 

use Restrictive Attributive Clause is used to______________ 

_________________________. 

 

5. Summary of the form, function, and use of restrictive attributive clause. 

Form:  antecedent (a person/a thing)+ relative pronoun 

（who/which/that/whose）+a sentence 

Function: It functions as the attribute/adjective in a sentence. 

Use:   It is used to modify the person/thing before the clause.  

E.g: 

The city attracted 700,000 visitors who visited the nation. 

Another is to distinguish between things which are different. 

 

6. Practice: choose the correct relative pronoun from (who/which/that/whose) 

and check understanding. 

 

 

 

 

Hi, Mom! is a movie _________ can make 

you laugh and cry. It is about a daughter  

_________ went back in time, became her 

mother 's BFF, and took part  in her l ife 

experiences (dating, getting married, working, 

having kids, etc.). This is the first film 
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_________ Jialing has ever written, directed and 

produced. Actually, the purpose of making this 

film is to commemorate Jia’s mother Li 

Huanying  _________ delicate and selfless love 

has deeply touched the heart of the audience.   

 

7. Oral and writing tasks. 

 

 
Just like Miss Jia’s mother, your mom is also an angel for you. Since 

Mother’s Day is coming, why not introduce your mom to us? 

 

a. Answer the following questions and share them within your group. Try to 

use the restrictive attributive clauses as many as possible.  

⚫ What does your mom do? (e.g. My mother is a cook who makes delicious 

food and desert in a restaurant.) 

⚫ What kind of person do you think your mom is? (e.g. My mom is a 

patient person who always keeps calm when I make mistakes.) 

⚫ What is the greatest/moving thing that your mom has done for you? (e.g. 

The moving thing that my mom has done for me is making delicious 

breakfast every day.) 

⚫ What kind of present/words will you give to your mom on Mother’s Day? 

Why? (The present I will give to my mom is a hand cream to protect my 

mom’s hands.) 

b. Write a passage introducing your mom, including her profession, her 

quality/qualities, her love for you and your present for her on Mother’s 

Day. Try to use the restrictive attributive clauses as many as possible. 
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Sample Writing: 

My mother is a cook who works in a Chinese restaurant. Every workday, 

she works from 10:00 to 22:00.  Although she is very busy, she cares about 

me very much.  Whenever we are free, we talk with each or go shopping. My 

mom is a patient person who always keeps calm when I make mistakes. The 

moving thing that my mom has done for me is making delicious breakfast 

every day. 

As Mother’s Day is coming, I will thank her for her love for me and the 

whole family. The present I will give to my mom is a hand cream to protect 

my mom’s hands. 

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ 

 

8. Homework 

a. Improve the writing task; 

b. Check your understanding of the restrictive attributive clauses led by 

who/which/that/whose with the following corpus use 

(https://www.lextutor.ca/conc/eng/, choose (‘2k Graded(1m)*’) 

https://www.lextutor.ca/conc/eng/

