Corpus-aided extensive English reading class on the stylistic
features of political speech “what to the slave is the Fourth of

July ?”
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For this competition , my materials contains the following parts :
Part I: my teaching context
Part Il: my teaching rationale
Part lll: teaching design*(in English)
Part IV: reflection
Part V: Reference

Part VI: appendix
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Part Il: my teaching rationale
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Part III teaching design

Teaching objectives:
From this lesson students can be able to:

1. Understand the main idea of the speech .

2. Analyze the lexical features of pronoun used in political speech.

3. Analyze the religion color, one of the textual features in political speech.

4. Analyze the parallelism, simile and repetition ,as the rhetorical features in political speech.

5. Use Corpus as a tool for discourse analysis, inductive and autonomous learning.

Duration: 90 mins

Teaching aids : AntConc

Teaching procedures:

Step 1:Teacher models the operating steps on the classroom screen(as Figl) , directly presents
the corpus results of keyword list(as Fig 2), and interacts with students about question

1 :“What’s the main message that Frederic Douglas is trying to convey in his speech ?”’

Teacher tip:

1. Since students prepare to read this speech before class, teacher needs to check students’

understanding of the main idea.
2. Teacher show students the operating steps of using word list as following:

(1) use a corpus containing 99 famous English speeches as reference .

(2) Press [ Tool Preference ] ,choose [ Keyword list] , for [ Reference Corpus Options ] point

[ Choose Files ] , chose the prepared reference corpus “99 famous speeches. TXT”,shown as
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Fig 1. setting up the reference corpus




Concordance | Concordance Piot | File View I Clusters. | Collocates | Word List | Keyword List |

| Hits | Keyword Types Before Cut: 2286| Keyword Types After Cut: 681
Rank Freq Keyness A
1 41 222 .068
2 87 152.251
3 28 121.247
4 15 109.092
5 17 81.701 fathers
6 8 37.828 chains
7 14 37.248 trade
8 is 36.592 church
9 26 35.873 God
10 15 35.351 religion
11 6 34.746 tyrants
12 is8 34.105 liberty
i3 W4 31.875 Fellow
v
S
Search Term | Words | Case| Regex Display Options
[ = [ Aavanced | [~ Treat all data as lowercase
m [ Stop ] L Sort Sort by Reference Corpus -
Hit Location | SortbyKeyness | I Loaded [weset| [INIININNE | Save “i"*??:“;l
[Searchony | [0 3] I~ Invert Order [ ex |

Fig 2 keyword list

Step 2: Teacher activates students to observe the keyword list (as Fig3) to think about the
question :why do these pronouns‘your’,‘they’, you’ appear frequently instead of the first pronouns

‘I’, “‘we’? and raise question 2 : When does the speaker address the audience as “you”,“they”, and

when does he talk about “us” and “we”? How would you explain this?

[ Hitz || - || Rewmard Typés Before l:ut:é}ﬂl Keywc;rd Tupes After éux: Ge|
Rank Freq Keyness Keyword -~
1 41 222 .068 slave
2 152.251 our
3 28 121.247 slavery
4 is 109.092 Page
5 17 81.701 fathers

Hits || || K.eyword Types Before Cut: 2286 Keyword Types After Cut: 581|

Rank Freq Keyness Keyword

144 3 9.975 papers

145 3 9.975 pure

146 3 9.975 ship

147 4 9.930 popular

148 6 9.926 blcood

149 4 9.549 slaves

150 25 9.537 They

151 3 9.355 ages

152 3 9.355 distance




| Hits I J"Keywqrd Types Before Cut: 2286, Keyword Types After Cut: 681

Rank | Freq Keyness Keyword

103 11 11.617 citizens

104 3 11.500 drove

105 3 11.500 storm

106 26 11.389 nation

107 7 11.328 idea

108 i9 10.958 You

109 |6 i0.858  |humanity
Fig 3

Teacher tip :

Before class, teacher has shown students mini-course on the online
teaching platform to introduce the lexical features of political speech. The first

person, both singular form and plural form, is extensively and most often used than

the second person and the third person. Why in this speech, it’s the opposite.

(1) Teacher demonstrates how to use concordance plot to search the places “we” appear as

follows shown in Fig4:

Concordance | Concordance ot | File View | Clusters | Collocates | Word List | keywora Liat |

HIT FILE 1 FILE: Fredvicl: Douglats \wihat to the Stave is the Fourth of July.bit
[ I M1 B L %3 %hare - 47020

ords [~ Case [~ Regex Concordance Hits
B [Aavancea | o5

Figd
(2) Teacher introduces how to use concordance to analyze “we” within its context as Fig5.
a) Teacher can guide students to analyze those adverbial phrases on the left of “we”.

b) Then, teacher instructs students to mark those verbs (verb phrases) following “we” and
7



divide them into action verbs( indicating his purpose) and mental verbs(showing his attitudes
towards the recipients)

C) At last, mark those recipients.

1 ions complained of. The madness of this course, we bglieve, is admitted now, even by England; but we
E we believe, is admitted now, even by England; but we fear the lessen is wholly lost on our present r
3 born! It was a startling idea, much more so, than we, at this distance of time, regard it. The timid
n , though a somewhat less euphoniocus term, which we often find in our papers, applied to some of our
s . They did so in the form of a resolution; and as we seldom hit upon resolutions, drawn up in our da
& ion. Their solid manhood stands ocut the more as we confzast it with these degenerate times;- THE D
7 ing present, Heart within, and God overhead.” We have to do with the past only as we can make it u
el overhead.” We have to do with bhe past only as we can make it mseful Lo Lhe present and to the fu
B to noble deeds which can be gained from the past, we are DPage 3 of 15 welcome. But now is the time,
10 traders in the bodiss and souls of men, shout — "We have Washington to our father.” Alas! that it s
11 blacker to me than on this 4th of July! Whether we turn to the declarations of the past, or to the p
12 & Negrc race. Is it not astonishing that, while we are ploughing, planting and resping, using all ki
13 brass, iron, copper, silver and gold; that, while we are reading, writing and cyphering, acting as c©
12 thors, editors, orators and teachers; that, while we are engaged in all mamner of enterprises common
15 ully for life and immortality beyond the grave, we are called upon to prove that we are men! Would
16 eyond the grave, we are called upon to prove that we are men! Would you have me argue that man is en
17 t fire; it is not the gentle shower, but thunder. We need the storm, the whirlwind, and the earthqua
18 ge € of 15 Take the American slawe-trade, which, we are told by the papers, is especially prosperous
1% e great truth of the brotherhood of man. All this we affirm to be true of the popular church, and th
zo rship which, on the authority of inspired wisdom, we pComOUREe to be an abomination inm the Sight of
21 wve. 1In prosecuting the anti-slavery enterprise, we have been asked to spare the church, to spare ©
22 are the church, to spare the ministry; but how, we ask, could such a thing Be done? We are met on th
23 try; but how, we ask, could such a thing be done? We are met on the threshold of our efforts for the
e L T L S N LT e T
25 remonstrance of the Rpostles they teach, "that we ought to obey man; s law before the law of God."

Fig 5

(3) Teacher models how to explain the usage of “we” by categorizing those surrounding words

into different groups and builds the word relationship for students, as is shown in Fig 6.

true, astonishing, ' Lesson, degenerate
seldom times, the presetnt,

the past, men, the
storm, the whirlwin
|An abomination,
|American-slave

Believe,fear,contrast, trade

affirm,affirm,obey,

fight,flee,reading,

ploughing,planting,

planting,

Have to do with;

make it useful to

turn to;

Call upon to;

Spare

in the bodies and |§
souls of men;

In the
prosecuting
anti-slavery;

In the battle
arrayed against;
beyond grave;
on the threshold
of our efforts;

Fig 6

Teacher Tips :

1.Z2=3CH (2003) points out that Keywords can be categorized into six groups:
agents(17 N # ) recipients ($33#) , actions(17 A1) , locations(f7 & id) ,

descriptors(f#i&i7) , ordinatiors (%:4%id) , associative words (B(AEiA]) The

categorized elements are based on specific context.




Step3: students work in groups to discover question 2
They are instructed to:
(1) use concordance plot to search the places where “you”, “they” , “us” appear .

(2) use concordance to mark those surrounding words based on their different linguistic

functions as Fig 5, categorize them and use mind map to build the word relationship as Fig 7

(3) Based on these research results, try to explain why those pronouns are used in this way.

Fig 7

Teacher Tips :

1.Teacher can engage in different groups’ discussion listen to them and give

necessary support for using the corpus.
2.Each group may focus on only one pronoun such as “you” , “they” or “us”.

3.After discussion, representative students in different groups can report to the

whole class about their group’s discovery and communicate what they have

achieved and what problems they encountered .




Step 4: Teacher shows keyword list (Fig8) and guides students to observe the keyword list to
think about question 3: Why do these nouns “church, God, religion, slavery, liberty “appear with
relatively high frequency ? Was he critical of the church? critical of Christianity ? What does he

want Christine to do ?

| Hits || || kevwerd Tupes Before Cut. 2286/ Kemword Types After Cut: 651

Rank Freq Keyness Keyword -~
1 41 222.068 slave

2 87 152.251 youxr

3 28 121.247 slavery

4 is 109.0392 Page

S5 17 81.701 fathers

6 8 37.828 chains

7 14 37.248 rade

B is 36.59 church

=] 26 35.8 God

10 15 35.3 religion

11 (1 34.74 tyrants

iz i8 34.105 libexty

13 7 31.875

~

Search Term [ words [ Case [ Regex Display Options

= [ aavancea | [~ Treat all data as lowercase

[

| stat || stop || Sert | sortpy Reference Corpus

Hit Location | Sortby keyness | = Loaded  [meset| |INIINININ Save Window
Search Only | |0 E[: I Invert Order ,?

Fig 8
(1) Teacher shows students the concordance of “church” and “Christianity” as examples.

1 a world lying in wickedness j-The fact that the church of our country, (with fractional exceptions), doe
2 war against religious liberty, implies that that church regards religion singly as a form of worship, a
3 s of the law, judgment, mercy and faith." THE CHURCH RESPONSIBLE. But the church of this country is

4 y and faith.” THE CHURCH RESPONSIBLE. But the church of this country is not only indifferent to the wr
5 n. Divines. who stand as the very lights of the church, have shamelessly given the sanction of religion
6 n. All this we affirm to be true of the popular church, and the popular worship of our land and nation -
7 ar worship of our land and nation - a religion, a church, and a worship which, on the authority of inspi
8 t of God. In the language 8 of Isaiah, the American church might be well addressed, "Bring no more vain ab
9 fatherless; plead for the 9 widow." The American church is guilty, when viewed in connection with what it
10 en he declared that "There is no power out of the church that could sustain slavery an hour, if it were
1lla very enterprise, have been asked to the church, to the ministry; but how, we ask, could

Fig9
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ity. Where these go, may also go the merciless
1. I would say, welcome delity!
- of the natic

1 ensive with the Star?Spangled Banner and Amervican Christis

4 ham, your h ity as a base | and your Christianity as a lie. It destroys your morval power abroad; it

Fig 10
(2) Students are instructed to :

1. By observing Fig 9 and Fig 10, fill in the blanks of the following activities individually.

ke
1 a world lying in wickedness j-The fact that the church of our country, (with fractional exceptions), doe
2 war against religious liberty, implies that that church regards religion singly as a form of , a
3 s of the law, judgment, mercy and faith." THE CHURCH . But the church of this country is
4 v and faith.” THE CHURCH . But the church of this country is not only to the wr

5 n. Divines. who stand as the very lights of the church, have given the sanction of religion

6 n. All this we affirm to be true of the popular church, and the popular worship of our land and nation -
7 ar worship of our land and nation - a religion, a church, and a which, on the authority of inspi
8 t of God. In the language B of Isaiah, the American church might be well addressed, "Bring no more vain ab
9 fatherless; plead for the 9 widow." The American church is , when viewed in connection with what it
10 en he declared that "There is no power ocut of the church that could sustain slavery an hour, if it were
lla very enterprise, we have been asked to the church, to the ministry; but how, we ask, could

1 ensive with the Star?Spangled Banner and American Christianity. Where these go, may also go the merciless

2 ible blasphenrjf is palmed off upon the world for Christianity. For ray part, I would say, welcome infidelity!

3 erty, your superior civilization, and your pure Christianity, while the whole political power of the nation (a

4 ham, your humanity as a base pretence, and your Christianity as a . It destroys your moral power abroad; it

2. According to those adjectives used as the descriptors,work in pairs to discuss the questions

“Was he critical of the church ? Was he critical of the Christianity ?“What does he want Christine

todo ?”

Step5 Students work in groups to find more evidence and details to analyze the relationship
between Christine and slavery by using words’ concordance to analyze those descriptors,

”»

collocations with the religious words, such as “God”, “religion”, “slavery”.

11



1 Justice, liberty and humanity were "final;" not slavery and oppression. You may well cherish the memory
2 . My subject, then fellow-citizens, is AMERICAN SLAVERY. I shall see, this day, and its popular chazact

3 n command, everything that sezves to perpetuate slavery-the great sin and shame of Amexica! "I will not e
4 is nothing to be argued. What point in the anti-slavery creed would you have me argue? On what branch o

5 ady declared it. Must I argue the wrongfulness of slavery? Is that a question for Republicans? Is it to b
6 h the canopy of heaven, that does not know that slavery is wrong for him. What, am I to argue that it i

7 y. What, then, remains to be argued? Is it that slavery is not divine; that God did not establish it; t

8 hez than now. He mentions the fact to show that slavery is in no danger. This trade is one of the pecul

9 of the American Congress, not yet two years old, slavery has been Page 8 of 15 natiocnalized in its most
10 |warning, hurried away in chains, and consigned to slavery and excruciating torture. Some of these have ha
11 GETS TEN DOLLARS FOR EVERY VICTIM HE CONSIGNS to slavery, and five, when he fails to do so. The oath of
12  |xemplary black man into the remorseless jaws of slavery! His own testimony is nothing. He can bring no wi
13  |ssors. It has made itself the bulwark of American slavery, and the shield of American slave-hunters. Many
14 [@ in connection with what it is doing to uphold slavery; but it is superlatively guilty when viewed in co
15 [liewed in connection with its ability to abolish slavery. The sin of which it is guilty is one of omissi
16 (s no power out of the church that could sustain slavery an hour, if it were not sustained in it." Let t
17 of the land array their immense powers against slavery and slave-holding; and the whole system of crime
18 the mind can conceive. In prosecuting the anti-slavery enterprise, we have been asked to spare the churc
19 [ttitude of the American church towards the anti-slavery movement, and that occupied by the churches in En
20 [lcording to the law of the living Godj-.. The anti-slavery movement there was not an anti-church movement,
21  |hare in prosecuting that movement: and the anti-slavery movement in this country will cease to be an an
22 [your national inconsistencies. The existence of slavery in this country brands your republicanism as a sh
23 |ENT. Read its preamble, consider its puzposes. Is slavery among them? Is it at the gateway? or is it in t
24 [adopters, a slave®holding instzument, why neither slavery, slaveholding, nor slave can anywheze be found

25  [the constitutionality or unconstitutionality of slavery is not a question for the people. I hold that eve
26 [ng, and I defy the presentation of a single pro-slavery clause in it. On the other hand it will be found
27 purposes, entirely hostile to the existence of slaveryi- Allow me to say, in conclusion, notwithstandi
28 [ation, which must inevitably work the downfall of slavery. “The arm of the Lord is not shortened,” and th
29 |zm of the Lozd is not shozrtened," and the doom of slavexry is certain. I, therefore, leave off where I beg
it e

1 ade, sustained by American politics and America religion. Here you will see men and women reared like sw
2 n humanity, not religion. The Fugitive Slave Law makes MERCY TO THEM, A
3 are utterly silent in respect to a law which robs religion of its chief significance, and makes it utterly
4 gious liberty, implies that that church regards religion simply as a form of worship, an empty ceremony, a
B he church, have shamelessly given the sanction of religion and the Bible to the whole slave system. They h
6 by those Divines! They convert the very name of religion into an engine of tyranny, and barbarous cruelty,
7 ke, put together, have done! Th ministers make religion a cold and flinty?hearted thing, having neither p
8 ove of God of its beauty, and leave the throng of religion a huge, horrible, repulsive form. It is a relig
5 igion a huge, horrible, repulsive form. It is a religion for , tyrants, lers, and thugs.
10 [, and thugs. It is not that "pure and undefiled religion" which is from above, and which is "first pure, t
11 [thout partiality, and without hypocrisy." But a religion which favors the rich against the poor; which exa
12  [here: and to the oppressor, oppress on; it is a religion which may be professed and enjoyed by all the rob
13 [nd the popular worship of our land and nation - a religion, a church, and a worship which, on the authorit
14 [n of the slave|™s redemption from his chains. RELIGION IN ENGLAND AND RELIGION IN AMERICA. Page 11 of

15 [tion from his chains. RELIGION IN ENGLAND AND RELIGION IN AMERICA. Page 1l of 15 One is struck with t

16 [epublican politics, not less than your B1i ligion, are £l tly 4 istent. You boast of your
17  [lur politicians at home. It saps the foundation of religion; it makes your name a hissing, and a by word to
e rwc

1 t the Passover was to the emancipated pecple of God. It carries your minds back to the day, and to th

2 -day, is with the present. The accepted time with God and his cause is the ever-living now. “Trust

B £, act in the living present, Heart within, and God overhead.” We have to do with the past only as

n lesulting from your independence to us? Would to God, both for your sakes and ours, that an affirmativ

s and shocking, and would make me a reproach before God and the world. My subject, then fellow-citizens

& |lerself te be false teo the future. Standing with Ged and the crushed and bleeding slave on this oceasi

7 11, and the Christian| = God, and loocking hopefully for life and immortality

s be argued? Is it that slavery is not divine: that God did not establish it; that our doctors of divin

s he nation must be exposed; and its crimes against God and man must be proclaimed and dencunced. Wha

10 [ost inhuman traffic, opposed alike to the laws of God and of man. The duty to extirpate and destroy i

11 to your free and glorious country, and to your God, that you do this accursed thing. Not fewer tha

12 [and to all rights in this republic, the rights of God included! For black men there are neither law,

13 [la it. At the very moment that they aze thanking God for the enjoyment of civil and religious libert

14 religicus 1liberty, and for the right to woership God accerding te the dictates of their own Fage 5 o

15 the relation of master and slave is ordained of God; that to send back an escaped bondman to his ma

16 [or bowels of compassion. They strip the love of God of its beauty, and leave the threng of religion a

17 the robbers and enslavers of mankind; it makes God a respecter of persons, denies his fatherhood of

10 to be an abomination in the sight of God. In the language of Isaiah, the American church m

19 /lhat we cught teo cbey man; s law before the law of God." My spirit wearies of such blasphemy; and how

20 of our land. There are exceptions, and I thank God that there are. Noble men may be found, scattera

21 humanity, and according to the law of the living Godi-.. The anti-slavery movement there was not an

22 |ntry. You profess to believe "that, of one blood, God made all nations of men to dwell on the face of

23 [breast of your youthful republic; for the love of God, tear away, and £ling from you the hidecus mons

24 [ment. "Ethiopia shall stretch out her hand unte God." In the fervent aspirations of William Lloyd G

25 |, T say, and let every heart join in saying it: God speed the year of jubiles The wide world o'er!

26 [plundered rights again Restore. Fage 14 of 15 God speed the day when human blood Shall cease to £l

Teacher Tips :

1.Since religious color is one of the textual features in political speech ,which has
been introduced in mini-course before class, students only have a nodding

acquaintance with this knowledge.

2.However, through this exploring activities above, students can further understand

religious color and its relationship with the theme (abolishing the slavery) of this

speech.

3.In a sense, students’ cross-cultural awareness may be improved since they know




Step6 Teacher asks question 4 “what rhetorical devices used by the speaker ?”” and uses corpus to
show examples used in this speech ,such as simile(as Fig 11,Fig 13) ,parallelism(as Fig 12) and

repetition( as Figl4).

Teacher Tip:

Before class, teacher has shown students mini-course to introduce the usage of

parallelism which make people feel more exciting through the strong sense of linguistic

e
Iy treated by the home government, your fathers, like men of honesty, and men of spirit, earnestly so

the same crimes will subject a white man to the like punishment. What is this but the acknowledgement .The
time for such argument is past. At a time like this, scorching irony, not convincing argument, i
leligion.Here you will see men and women reared like swine for the market. You know what is a swine-dr
ld their strength; suddenly you hear a quick smap, like the discharge of a rifle; the fetters clank, an

W Orleans. Attend the auction; see men examined like horses; see the forms of women rudely and brutal

fe slave-markets, where the victims are to be sold like horses, sheep, and swine, knocked ¢ff to the hi , protect
them, and pour out your money to them like water; but the fugitives from your own land you ur hatred) , all
men whose skins are not colored like your own. You declare, before the world, and are ly bend the knee. And
wear the yoke of tyranny Like brutes no more. That year will come, and freedom

Fig 11

13



Hit KWIC

ving now. "Trust ne future, however pleasant, Let the dead past bury its dead; 2ct, act in the 1i
ie; and that side, is the side of the oppressor. Let this damning fact be perpetually told. Let it be
lessor. Let this damning fact be perpetually told. Let it be thundered around the world, that, in tyra

1
2
3
4 avery an hour, if it were not sustained in it." Lemm, the pulpit, the Sunday schoo
5 ate. In speaking of the American church, however, let it be distinctlz understood that I mean the gre
6 friend on the platform, are shining examples; and let me say further, that upon these men lies the du
U ay, and fling from you the hidecus monster, and My millions crush and destroy
8 d to argue this question on the present occasion, let me ask, if it be not somewhat singular that, if
9 ages, is being solved. The fiat of the Almighty, "Let there be Light," has not yet spent its force. N

10 |pirations of William Lloyd Garrison, I say, and let every heart join in saying it: God speed the ye

Fig 12

41 lenforce the strictest silence, and would hail him as an enemy of the nation who dares to make those
42 ion of liberty for France or for Ireland; but are as cold as an iceberg at the thought of liberty fo
43 iberty for France or for Ireland; but are as celd as an iceberg at the thought of libexty fer the en
44 slavery in this country brands your republicanism as a sham, your humanity as a base pretence, and y
45 xands your republicanism as a sham, your humanity as a base pretence, and your Christianity as a lie
46 anity as a base pretence, and your Christianity as a lie. It destroys your moral power abroad; it co
47  ||rth that supports it; and yet, you cling to it, as if it were the sheet anchor of all your hopes. Oh

Fig 13

'work, and have deone much of it well. You live and must die, and you must do your werk. You have no rig
e much of it well. You live and must die, and you must do your work. You have no right to enjoy a chil

1

2

3 [0f] July is yours, not mine. You may rejoice, I must mourn. Te drag a man in fetters into the grand
4 subject do the pecple of this country need light? Must I undertake to prove that the slave is a man? T
5 of his own body? You have already declared it. Must |I ie | the wrongfulness of slavery? Is that a
6

7

8

2

into obedience and submission to thei 2 t that a system thus marked with blood, and
nd, and the earthquake. The feeling of the nation musi be quickened; the conscience of the nation must
must be quickened; the conscience off the nation fmust be :roused; the propriety of the nation must be st
ation must be roused; the propriety of the nation musi be startled; the hypocrisy of the nation must b
10 n must be startled; the hypocrisy off the nation jmust be exposed; and its crimes against God and man mu
11 st be exposed; and its crimes against Ged and man musi be proclaimed and denounced. What, to the Ame
12 |ls country. There are forces in operation, which must inevitably work the downfall of slavery. '"The a
13 light. The iron shoe, and crippled foot of China must be seen, in contrast with nature. Africa must x
14 |la must be seen, in contrast with nature. Africa must rise and put on her yet unwoven garment. "Ethio

Fig14
Students working in groups are instructed to :

1. According to Fig 11, write down simile’s source domain and target domain in each sentence

with “like” as the connective words,
2. Observing Fig 12, write down parallelism by “let” sentence
3. Observing Fig 14, record repetition phrases with modal word “must”.

4. Translate the two simile sentences with “as...as...”, “as if” as the connective words, which is

shown in Fig 13.

S.Appreciate these rhetorical devices used by Douglass to convey his political willingness and
discuss question5:“If you were a member of the audience listening to this speech, at what points in

the speech might your mood change? How and why?”

Teacher Tip:

1.Politicians often use simile or metaphor to make the speech more vivid and

understandable.

2.Parallelism and repetition make people feel more exciting through the strong sense of




Step 7:
1. Teacher summarize the stylistic Features of this political speech in the following aspect :
lexical features,textual features and rhetorical features.

2.Teacher summarize the way to analyze speaker’s attitudes in a speech.That is to take into
consideration the complex dynamic relationship among those language elements ( the usage of

pronouns, mental verbs, action verbs , modal verbs and descriptors), as is shown in the following :

15



Descriptors

Teacher Tip:

Let students improve their meta-cognitive knowledge of English learning

process , which needs learners to learn from theory to practice, so that this class recalls

vachnt thais hmvia lamen A femn thm il mmciema

hafava Alamn

Homework : writing a reading report on another famous speech “I have a dream”.

Based on corpus-aided learning method shown in this lesson, use “AntConc” to analyze

this speech from the following aspects: main idea, lexical features, statistical features, textual

features, and rhetorical features and those attitude resources.

Teacher Tip:

Empower students to have autonomous learning outside class to modulate their

concepts and practice again.

Part IV: reflection

HTER R B RSOE R E FE BRI — Kk #t, 5 A 18 H
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Part VI: appendix

What to the Slave is the Fourth of July?
Frederick Douglass

July 5, 1852
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(What follows is an abridged version. Abridged by Janet Gillespie, Director of
Programming, Community Change. The complete text may be found at:

http://masshumanities.org/programs/douglass/)

2 RAERSLRERHIVIE
What to the Slave is the Fourth of July?

“What to the Slave Is the Fourth of July? ” The Fourth of July is a time in which Americans
can celebrate their independence and freedom. In 1852, Frederick Douglass delivered a speech
titled, “What to the Slave is the Fourth of July” at the Rochester Ladies’ Anti-Slavery Society in
Rochester, NY. Douglass, a former slave, was invited to speak on July 5th. Douglass uses this

opportunity to voice a major concern of his- the abolition of slavery.

Frederick Douglass passionately argues that to the slave, and even to the freed African
American, the Fourth of July is no more than a mockery of the grossest kind. Douglas uses many

rhetorical strategies to convey his powerful emotions on the subject.ﬂ

@ln the beginning of his speech, he separates himself from White America and those
who celebrate the Fourth of July.Douglass prolifically uses the terms “you” and “me”, “us”
and “them” , to stress the fact that this holiday is of a double-meaning, and for his people it is a

day of mourning, while for the rest of them, it is a day of blind joy.|

Douglass begins by asking a series of rhetorical questions. He refers to  “that” Declaration

”

of Independence, instead of “the” Declaration of Independence, to stress the separation between
his people and those who are not oppressed. In the next paragraph, he continues to ask rhetorical
questions. The purpose of all these questions is to give the audience the perspective that what is
suggested is not truly soﬂHe does this by describing freedom as “yours” instead of “ours”: “It is the

birthday of your National Independence and of your political freedom” .

Douglass is correct when he says this because it really is not his day. He was a former slave
and thousands of African Americans still desired independence from their owners. It is brilliant of
him because this technique holds the attention of his listeners. Douglass reminds his audience of

what their forefathers fought for — freedom]

Douglass states “Our forefathers still fought for their freedom and their ultimate goal was
revolution. To the slave, the Fourth of July is just another reminder of the hypocrisy of this day”
(506). Douglass firmly believes that Americans need to take action. He emphasizes that America

and its freedom do not belong to him since slavery is still in effectl

20

Commented [1]:  ERABFEFEPRIEHAAR, XU
WR, BEENWRRNFEFEE AR, CREBTIRR
BBHEK, tEBFSETFRREIAMIYEMETRRN

B

Commented [2]: BRAIHTATSIER S IR F0“H”,
PNV FOMBIT X MR X —RARNER N NS
%, xftieEiEky, XERENES, MYFEARE,
XEEBNERN—X.

Commented [3]: BBAETELRE T —ARIIBIRIE.
IENR B MRIIES", MAR X MRIIES", D&
BNERSFZEEE 2 BRX 3.

Commented [4]:  BERAGNXAFRZIERD, BB
SKfn EARMNBS. MBERWMR, AT LHEIEM
BEFADARTEZHEE AL M2UEeE,
RAENBFPEITS|R S ITRENER, EeITRI8EE
FRZENNREHMZE B,

Commented [5]: ERAIENAIVMB{IBUSEZEN DAY
BEcHBams, MIINRABrEEm. NTWREK
%, CRUBRBREBX—REOEN. BRAHIEE,
EZEAFTEREUTH. H2lE, BTVREULRER,
EZERHSBNET .



http://masshumanities.org/programs/douglass/)

By describing the disparities between Blacks and Whites, he provides his audience with good

reason to convince their husbands, brothers, or sons to vote against slavery. His goal was to raise

awareness of this abominable crime against humanity

@Later in his speech he includes himself when he says ‘our’ to show how they need to
work together to provide hope and initiate change. Douglass’ speech may not have made an
immediate impact on abolishing slavery, but it did increase the cognizance of it. About fifteen
years later, slavery was abolished. Through raising awareness and having hope, anything can be

accomplished.|

To sum up, Douglass’ most convincing points are when he uses language to separate himself
from America’s most patriotic holiday, and how he later uses pronouns to unite with his audience

to give America a sense of hope for change. ﬂ
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