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Please provide additional information of the course in a couple of sentences (e.g., the

purpose and focus of the course): This lesson's theme is friendship and family in the context

of Easter, which was just a few days away when this lesson plan was designed. The authors of
this lesson plan want to raise students’ awareness about the importance of family and friendship,
two of the most essential core values in Chinese culture. This lesson plan is embedded in Skell, a
Corpus Tool, and aided by some of the trendiest Al tools to make the activities in this lesson plan
interesting to draw our students’ interest in learning English grammar. By the end of the lesson,
our target students will not only be able to acquire the target language, which is about the usage
of passive voice, but they will also be aware of the significance of respecting, loving, and

appreciating their family members and friends.

Target students: Junior High School, Grade 8 students

Corpus/corpora used: SKELL

Al tool(s) used: ChatGPT, Copilot, Doubao

Lesson duration: 70 minutes

Learning objectives: By the end of the class, the students will have been able to

=

Distinguish the differences between active and passive voices.

Know how to form passive voice in different tenses.

3. Use the passive voice in speaking and writing in different situations, such as Easter,
friendship, and family.

4. Increase their appreciation for their family members and friends.
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L_esson Plan

Time Key stages Procedures Purposes Interaction Teaching
mode resources/m
aterials
15 min | Stage 1: 1. In activity 1, the teacher 1. To set the context S-S PPT
. displays the picture and asks of Easter Day.
Lead-in stugen){s to d?scuss it and the ’ , 5 Worksheet
guestions communicatively with 2 To arouse s‘gudents
their groupmates; interest and activate
their background
2. In activity 2, the teacher will knowledge.
require the students to finish the ,
diagnostic test based on the first | - T0 Pré-test students
activity to diagnose their linguistic | nowledge of the
level in the target language. target language.
30 min | Stage 2: 1. Students will be instructed to 1. To enable our S iPad
conduct a hands-on search on students to explore the
(S::arrpcuhs& SKELL based on the given authentic language S-S SKELL
Inductive queries. hands-on. S-T Padlet
Language 2. Students will record authentic | 2. To draw students’ T-S ChatGPT
Discovery examples that contain many attention to the target
passive voice sentences on Padlet | language and allow our Worksheet

and do a noticing activity.

3. Students will brainstorm their
findings and analysis with their
groupmates.

4. Students will work on the given
worksheet to figure out the
Meaning, Form, and Use of
passive voice in different tenses

5. Students will check their
answers with their groupmates to
facilitate peer learning and
enhance their confidence and
motivation.

6. Students will be encouraged to
check their answers with
ChatGPT further to facilitate
inductive learning

students to explore the
target language in an
inductive, student-
centered, and
meaningful way.

3. Facilitate student
collaboration while
brainstorming the
answers and discussing
the differences.

4. To enable our
students to work out
the target language's
meaning, form, and
use inductively.

5. A peer-checking
activity will enhance
our students’




7. Before class, the teacher will
invite some students to share their
answers about the target
language's Meaning, Form, and
use.

confidence.

6. Through a hands-on
ChatGPT answer-
checking activity,
students will acquire
the target language
more meaningfully and
be better prepared for
the next whole-class
discussion session.

25 min | Stage 3: 1. Students will engage in 1. To deepen S PPT
structured exercises to reinforce emotional engagement .
Output their knowledge. The exercises with passive voice S-S Video
will focus on correctly forming through a Mother’s S-T Worksheet
passive sentences across different | Day video and
tenses. reflection. T-S
2. Students watch a short 2. To reinforce passi\/e
Mother’s Day video to reflect on voice across tenses and
famlly traditions, then share their through structured
holiday memories in pairs using exercise.
the passive voice to connect
grammar with real-life emotional
EXperiences. 3. To enhance fluency
through
communicative
activity.
After [ Stage 4: The teacher asks students to write | To deepen students’ S Worksheet
School a short essay around 150 words understanding of
Homework

using passive sentences with
different tenses.

passive voice with
different tenses.




Stage 1: Lead-in (15 mins)

Activity 1: Free discussion

This activity encourages students to imagine what happens in this picture with some hints. It
inspires students’ imagination and draws their attention. This activity also aims to activate
students’ background schemata, such as vocabulary and cultural knowledge. Students might
generate some sentences in active voice, like “bunnies/people/children paint eggs”, which can
introduce the basic form of passive voice. Copilot generates the picture.

Instructions:

Look at the picture and imagine what happens in it.
Discuss with your groupmates to figure out the questions.

After interacting with your groupmates, finish the worksheet to record your answers.

You will be invited to share your ideas with your classmates.

1)Where are these kids?
2)What do kids do?
3)What do bunnies do?
4)Who paints these eggs?
5)Why are eggs here?

6)What festival could this
be?




Activity 2: Diagnostic Test of the Target Language

This activity aims to pre-test students’ linguistic ability towards the target language, passive
voice. This activity is connected with the lead-in to make it enjoyable. Students must fill out the
worksheet, whose questions were borrowed from the previous six questions, drawing students’
interest and attention. It also helps the teacher to know the students’ knowledge of the target
language beforehand. The following worksheet is generated by ChatGPT but slightly adjusted by
the teacher.

Instructions:

® Finish the following worksheet on your own.
® Relate the questions to the picture and your discussion with your groupmates.

® The teacher will invite some of you to share your answers later with your classmates.

XXX Secondary School
Grade 8 English Language

Passive Voice Check: Easter in the Garden

Rewrite the following active voice sentences in the passive voice.

1. The teachers guide the kids into the Easter Garden

— Example: The kids are quided into the Easter Garden by the teachers.

2. The children collect colorful eggs from the grass.

—

3. The bunnies hide the eggs behind the flowers.

—

4. Artists paint the Easter eggs with beautiful patterns.

—




5. The Easter Bunny brings the eggs for the festival.

—

6. People prepare exceptional food for the Easter celebration.

—

Stage 2: Corpus Search and Inductive Language Discovery (30 mins)

In this part, students will explore the target language, passive voice, inductively. They will have

a hands-on search of the target language, based on the theme of Easter, on SKELL, followed by

serial meaningful and student-centered activities to facilitate inductive learning, critical thinking,
and collaboration.

Activity 1: Hands-on Corpus Search on SKELL

This activity is conducted on SKELL, which will allow our students to explore the target
language with authentic materials and thus guide them to acquire the language inductively.

Instructions:

® Please conduct the corpus search on your own on SKELL. Easter is coming, so let’s explore

it by typing the following keywords:

Easter is celebrated
Eggs were colored
Eggs are hidden
Photos will be taken

Letters have been sent

® Sclect sentences that reflect the meaning of love, family, and friendship, and record them on

Padlet.




Step 1

Step 2

Go to the following website:
https://skell.sketchengine.eu/#home?lang=en

Input the above-given key words and then
click “Enter” on your keyboard.

(C)SKEw

@SKELL

BN Engishi Easter is celebratedl || English ¥

ABOUT SKELL ABOUT SKELL

@SKELL Easter is celebrated B egsh - ® |
Word sketch  Similar words

EaSteI‘ |S Celebrated 0.01 hits per million @

Talk about how Easter is celebrated in other cultures and religions.

Easter is celebrated on the first Sunday after the first full moon, after the Vernal Equinox.

Apart from the prayer service at church , Easter is celebrated in all Christian homes with a grand feast.

When Easter is celebrated very early (like this year), people often become curious about the origins of this unusual schedule.

Easter is celebrated the first Sunday following the first full moon after the Spring Equinox . This means it can be celebrated in March or April.

The colar for Holy Saturday is white or gold since it is the day when the Great Vigil of Easter is celebrated , though until the vigil, the church would remain void of
paraments.

Since 1582, when the Catholic Church adopted the Gregorian calendar while the Eastern Orthodox and most Oriental Orthodox Churches retained the Julian
calendar, the date on which Easter is celebrated has again differed.

Adonia, a joint festival of Aphrodite and her partner Adonis, which is celebrated on the first full moon following the Northern spring equinox, often roughly as the
same week the Christian festival of Easter is celebrated .

Today Easter is celebrated on the first Sunday after the full moon after the March equinox. (This is to some extent a simplification of the complex process of fixing
the date of Easter, but it will serve our purposes here.) Frazer noted that there was an ancient tradition by which the death of Christ was observed on March 25,
regardless of the phase of the moon.

Related News Landon, March 28 (ANI): One in four British children think that Easter is celebrated as the date chocolate was invented, while a similar number of kids
reckon the annual Christian festival marks the birthday of the Easter bunny, a survey

Eggs were colored B g @ |

Word seteh

Eggs were colored o per miion 0]

(T)SKEL

Similar words

In Northern Europe, China and Japan the eggs were colored for their sacred festivals.

Before commercial egg dye, Easter eggs were colored with boiled vegetable peels, like onions and beets, but by the 20th century, eggs were appearing in all colors
of the rainbow,



@SKELL Eggs are hidden (=R © ;.

Eggs are hidden o e permien o)

These eggs are hidden , or are given as rewards for completing certain tasks and levels.

Easter eggs are hidden messages or jokes left in games by developers that are not part of the main game.

Pretzels were hidden on Easter morning just as eggs are hidden today, and are particularly associated with Lent, fasting, and prayers before Easter.

The eggs are hidden in a similar tradition to the American Easter egg hunt and when found the children (and adults) break them over each other's heads.

An Easter egg hunt is a common festive activity, where eggs are hidden outdoors (or indoors if in bad weather) for children to run around and find.

@SKELL Photos will be taken B egish v @ A
Word sketch Similar words
PhOtOS Wl” be ta ken 0 hits per million @

Photos will be taken at all Meet Market Adventures events.

Photos will be taken at each location and shown on the museum website

The event will not be televised but official photos will be taken and released shortly after the ceremony .
Photos will be taken in the indoor facility, so pictures will be taken RAIN or SHINE.

In addition, photos will be taken on the course and will be available at no cost on the Packers 5K Run website.

Sometimes photos will be taken of the area to be treated, so the patient will have before and after photos

@SKELL Letters have been sent B egh v ©)
IR wodsketch  similar words

Letters have been sent oos i per miion ®

The Corps reported that only 14 letters had been sent .

Information letters have been sent home with the year 9 students.

Letters have been sent to Hugh about both of these campaigns.

Letters have been sent to Duncan and Willy be once again acting as starters.

Letters have been sent to scores of businesses which are subject to regular environmental health checks.

Many letters have been sent to the Valley News concerning the homosexual menace in Vermont

Suspicious and threatening letters have been sent to the Vice-President and intercepted by his protective team.

Letters have been sent to the British Museum ( pictured) and British library imposing cuts.

But the water company spokesman said letters had been sent to all tenants letting them know what was happening.
Letters have been sent to the Pope pleading for help, but no one has received a response.

An official from Libya ‘s culture ministry said that letters had been sent to Egyptian satellite channels asking for this.
Letters have been sent to 1,000 psychologists, asking them to reply anonymously to questions about their relationships with patients
Since this time all private letters have been sent only with postal stamps that were cancelled by the cross underlining.
Where one or two demand letters have been sent and returned undeliverable the Fi shall attempt to locate the provider.

More than a dozen letters have been sent to Mr Fallon by disabled individuals and groups worried about the parking ban.

Activity 2: Inductive Analysis of the Target Language

This activity is divided into two parts. The first part deals with noticing the language, and the
second part helps the students analyze the target language inductively.

In finishing this activity, students will be able to inductively notice the patterns of the language,
including the Meaning, Form, and Use of passive voice. Furthermore, this activity also allows



students to have some self-thinking time, which is essential to develop students’ critical thinking
ability.

Part 1: Noticing Activity on Padlet

This activity aims to raise students’ awareness about the target language, passive voice. This step
is critical in helping our students acquire the target language inductively. The following
instructions will be given to the students to guide them before the start of the activity:

“Read the sentences carefully. Circle any words or phrases that show that something was done
without the person’s choice, control, or willingness. These words might suggest that the action
happened to someone, not by someone. After that, think about how the passive voice helps
express this idea.”

ChatGPT suggests the instruction, and the activity is conducted on Padlet.

Instructions:

® After searching each key phrase on SKELL, please select at least one sentence that shows love,
family, and friendship, and record it on Padlet.

® Read the sentences carefully. Circle any words or phrases that show that something was done
without the person’s choice, control, or willingness. These words might suggest that the action
happened to someone, not by someone. After that, think about how the passive voice helps
express this idea.

® Check your discovery with your groupmates after that.

Passive Voice Analyzing




Part 2: Analyzing Meaning, Form, and Use

In this part, students are required to analyze the Meaning, Form, and Use of passive voice by
themselves, which enables them to figure out three of the most essential elements in grammar
learning in a meaningful and inductive way. This is a guided-discovery activity, which requires the
students to work independently, and by doing so, the students will acquire the language naturally.
The following worksheets regarding the Meaning, Form, and Use of passive voice are generated

by ChatGPT and slightly adjusted by the teachers.

Instructions:

® Analyze the authentic examples extracted from SKELL and complete the following
worksheets to determine the target language's Meaning, Form, and use.
® Once you are finished with the worksheets, discuss and brainstorm your answers with your

groupmates to resolve any differences.

XXX Secondary School
Grade 8 English Language

Guided Discovery Worksheet - Passive Voice

Target Language:

1. Easter is celebrated on the first Sunday after the first full moon, after the Vernal Equinox.

2. Before commercial egg dye, Easter eggs were colored with boiled vegetable peels, like onions
and beets, but by the 20th century, eggs appeared in all colors of the rainbow.

3. An Easter egg hunt is a common festive activity in which eggs are hidden outdoors (or

indoors if it's bad weather) for children to run around and find.

Photos will be taken at all Meet Market Adventures events.

More than a dozen letters have been sent to Mr Fallon by disabled individuals and groups

worried about the parking ban.

o~

PART 1 - MEANING (CCQs)
Answer the questions based on the sentences above.
1. In sentence 1, does Easter do the celebrating? Yes/  No

2. In sentence 2, did the eggs color themselves? Yes/  No
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3. In sentence 3, do we know exactly who hides the eggs? Yes/ No
4. In sentence 4, who takes the photos? Is that important to the sentence? Yes/

5. Did Mr Fallon choose to receive the letters, or did it happen to him?

No

In your own words, what do these sentences have in common?

PART 2 — FORM (Grammar Structure)

Look at the structure of these passive sentences. Fill in the blanks:

Passive voice = (be/do) + (V1/V2/V3)
(V1= base verb; V2= past form; V3= past participle

Now complete the table using the examples above:

Sentence Tense Passive Form Example Structure

1 Present Simple is celebrated is + past participle
2 Past Simple were colored +

3 Present Simple are hidden +

4 Future Simple will be taken +

5 Present Perfect have been sent +

What changes depending on the tense?

PART 3 — USE (Why Passive Voice?)

When do you think we need to use passive voice?

-\
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Activity 3: Answer Checking with ChatGPT

This activity differs from the traditional answer-confirming activity, in which teachers invite one
or a few more students to check their answers. This activity is highly teacher-centered and does
not promote meaningful learning. By checking the answers with ChatGPT, every student can be
engaged in this stage, which is motivating and meaningful.

Instructions:

Please check the answers with ChatGPT by using the following prompt:

® The above are the answers I completed on the guided-discovery worksheet; please check if
they are correct based on the examples extracted from SKELL in learning passive voice.

® After confirming your answers with ChatGPT, discuss your answers with your groupmates.

The teacher will invite some of you to share your answer with the class.

- In sentence 1, does Easter do the celebrating? J Yes /
No

- In sentence 2, did the eggs color themselves? U Yes /

No

- In sentence 3, do we know exactly who hides the eggs? 1
Yes / B No

» In sentence 4, who takes the photos? Is that important to
the sentence? U Yes / @ No

+ In sentence 5, Did Mr Fallon choose to receive the letters,
or did it happen to him? It happened to him.

The above are the answers | completed on the guided-
discovery worksheet; please check if they are correct based
on the examples extracted from SKELL in learning passive
voice.

9 7

Thanks for sharing your completed CCQs — you've done a great job! Let’s go through them one

by one, comparing each to the original sentence and the intended function of the passive voice:
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Stage 3: Output (25 mins)

Activity 1: Controlled Practice — Fill in the Blanks

This controlled practice is aimed at helping our students use the target language and passive
voice accurately after they have developed an understanding of passive voice structures through
corpus-based discovery. This engaging controlled activity is different from traditional ones
because it not only enhances accuracy but also raises the awareness of collaboration in finishing
this Jigsaw-based grammar-enhancing activity. Worksheet B in the following practice is
generated by ChatGPT and slightly adjusted by the teacher.

Instructions:

Work in pairs.

Each pair receives a worksheet with ten active sentences. Student A fills in the blanks with the
correct passive verb form for the first five sentences. Student B then checks Student A’s
answers and corrects any mistakes using SKELL.

Switch your roles for the remaining five sentences on worksheet B.

The teacher will invite some of you to share your answers with the class.

The pair with the most correct answers in the shortest time wins.

XXX Secondary School
Grade 8 English Language

A Controlled Practice - Passive Voice

Worksheet A
1. The bridge __ (build) last year.
2. Theinvitations __ (already/send) to all guests.
3. A new shopping mall ___ (construct) in our neighborhood.
4. Theresults __ (announce) tomorrow.
5.Therules __ (must/follow) by everyone.
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XXX Secondary School
Grade 8 English Language
A Controlled Practice - Passive Voice
Worksheet B

6. Special gifts___ (give) to friends during the festival.
7. A family dinner __ (organize) every Sunday evening.
8. The wedding invitations __ (already/send) to all relatives.
9. Warm wishes  (share) between close friends on New Year’s Eve.
10. A surprise party _ (plan) for Grandma’s birthday.

Activity 2: Free Activity — “Holiday Memories”

This activity starts with a short, emotionally engaging video about Mother’s Day to scaffold the

theme of family and tradition. Students then share their family stories using passive voice in a
communicative pair activity. This helps connect grammar to meaningful personal experiences
while reinforcing speaking and listening skills in context.

Context Setting:

The teacher introduces the idea that Easter and holidays are not just about food or customs but
about family, love, and traditions passed down over time.

The teacher shows a 2—-3 minute video about Mother’s Day. In the video, a girl named Anna
continues her mother’s legacy by planting flowers and ensuring her mother’s good deeds are
remembered.

After the video, the teacher discusses the theme briefly:
"What do you remember from the video? What did Anna want to do for her mother?"
The teacher writes on the board:

“Anna wanted her mother’s good work to be remembered.”

Then, it highlights this as an example of the passive voice with ‘to-infinitive’ and explains how
grammar can be used to talk about real people, emotions, and traditions.

14



Instructions:

1. Pair up with one of your classmates and discuss a special family holiday memory or tradition.
It could be about Easter, Mother’s Day, Spring Festival, or any occasion that brings your family

together.

2. Include at least four passive voice sentences in your discussion.

(e.g., Every Easter, a big meal is cooked by my father. A family photo is taken after lunch.)
3. Use SKELL to check any unfamiliar collocations or sentence patterns.

4. At the end of the task, some pairs will present their stories to the whole class.

Example Questions to Support Students:

What happens every year in your family during that holiday?
What kinds of things are done by different family members?
How are foods prepared or gifts given?

What traditions are passed down from older generations?
Justification:

Emotional connection: The video provides meaningful input, linking grammar with real-life
themes like love and memory.

Authentic communication: Students use grammar in meaningful, personal storytelling.
Grammar reinforcement: Passive voice is reused in context, supporting retention.

Skill integration: Combines listening, speaking, critical thinking, and digital literacy through
SKELL.

Engagement: The personal and emotional theme increases student motivation and classroom
participation.

15



To access the video, please click this link:

)

The real
mother's day.mp4
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Stage 4: Homework

Homework: Writing Task:

This homework is aimed at helping students reinforce their understanding of passive voice. It is
beneficial to students who struggled to grasp the concept during class. Students can choose one of
the following writing tasks according to their interests.

Option 1: Picture-based story (Scaffolded)

To finish this homework, students must write a story of about 150 words with at least five passive
sentences based on the following four pictures. They can either use the relevant vocabulary and
sentence patterns provided by the teacher to write the story or make it up entirely by themselves.
Doubao generates these pictures.
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XXX Secondary School
Grade 8 English Language
Vocabulary and Sentence Patterns for Writing

Relevant vocabulary: Easter, decorations, traditions, bonfire, gather, prepare, celebrate, cherish,
memories, organize

Sentence patterns:

Last year,[ Event] was organized...

Weeks before the event, [invitations/letters] had been sent to...
[Food/Drink] was prepared by...

Every Easter, a picnic is held in...

[Memory/Story] will be shared...

Option 2: Create Your Own Story

Students can write their own stories to showcase the special bonds with family/friends and
customs that are meaningful to them. The topics could be New Year’s Day parties, birthday
celebrations, annual trips with friends, or family game nights and so on. Students are encouraged
to be creative and incorporate their own experiences and ideas related to the chosen topic. They
must write around 150 words, including at least five passive sentences with different tenses.

XXX Secondary School
Grade 8 English Language
Writing Sheet
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Appendix: Al Tools Used

ChatGPT ChatGPT is an Al https://chatgpt.com/ ChatGPT is used in the
language model by following activities:
OpenAl that understands
and generates human- 1. Stage 1, activity 2.
like text. It can answer 2. Stage 2, activity 2,
questions, assist with Part 1.
learning, create content, 3. Stage 2, activity 2,
and support creative Part 2.
tasks across various 4. Stage 2, activity 3.
subjects. 5. Stage 3, activity 1.
Copilot Copilot is an advanced | https://copilot.microsoft | Copilot is used in the
Al companion designed | .com/ following activities:
by Microsoft to assist
users in various tasks and 1. Stage 1, activity 1.
enhance productivity. It 2. The framework in the
can answer questions, homework.
brainstorm ideas, provide
helpful suggestions,
create content, and
engage in meaningful
conversations.
Doubao Doubao is an Al by https://www.doubao.co | Doubao is used to

ByteDance that generates
images, answers
questions, provides
information, and engages
in conversation across
various topics.

m/

generate four pictures in
Stage 4.
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