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A corpus-based innovative approach to 

vocabulary teaching and learning 
 

Group 10 Activity Design 
 

Student names: Lu Lu    卢璐 (Lulu)    

  Zheng Menghua 郑梦华 (Angela)   

  Chen Suwen  陈素雯 (Sue)    

  Zhu Min   朱闽 (Min)     

  He Huiyi    何惠怡 (Bella)    

Level of students: Primary 6 of upper level (24 students in total)  

Number of lessons: One double lesson (80 mins in total)                         

Topic: Movie Festival and Marvel Superheroes                 

Target vocabulary items: “borrow” and “lend” (2k Graded corpus: CORPUS 

CONCORDANCE OUTPUT (lextutor.ca)) 

Learning objectives: 

By the end of the lesson, students will be able to: 

1.  distinguish the difference in the definition of “borrow” and “lend”. 

(Comprehension) 

2. identify the different preposition in the phrases of “borrow” and “lend” 

respectively with the topic of Marvel Superheroes. (Knowledge) 

3. use the corpus (2k Graded) to support self-directed and inductive learning. 

(Analysis) 

4. apply the collocations of “borrow” and “lend” in practice. (Application) 

  

https://www.lextutor.ca/cgi-bin/conc/wwwassocwords.pl?lingo=English&KeyWordFormat=&Gaps=no_gaps&store_dic=&is_refire=true&Fam_or_Word=multi&Source=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.lextutor.ca%2Fconc%2Feng%2F&unframed=true&SearchType=equals&SearchStr=lend&Corpus=brown_bncw.txt&ColloSize=&SortType=key&AssocWord=&AssocSide=either&Maximum=25000&LineWidth=100
https://www.lextutor.ca/cgi-bin/conc/wwwassocwords.pl?lingo=English&KeyWordFormat=&Gaps=no_gaps&store_dic=&is_refire=true&Fam_or_Word=multi&Source=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.lextutor.ca%2Fconc%2Feng%2F&unframed=true&SearchType=equals&SearchStr=lend&Corpus=brown_bncw.txt&ColloSize=&SortType=key&AssocWord=&AssocSide=either&Maximum=25000&LineWidth=100
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Lesson Progression (T for teacher, Ss for students) 

STAGE 1: Testing Ss’ knowledge and raising Ss’ awareness (15 mins)  

Assuming that an activity called “Movie Festival” was held in the last lesson, the 

Marvel series appealed to students, enabling them to better understand the Marvel 

characters or heroes. In this lesson, T will introduce several main characters and ask 

Ss to complete related exercises individually to assess the extent to which students 

have already known about “borrow” and “lend” — both are the target linguistic 

items today. Then, Ss will be required to work in pairs to check each other’s work. 

And they will also discuss the definitions of “borrow” and “lend”. 

 

STAGE 2: Hands-on corpus search and inductive discovery by Ss (25-30 

mins) 

In part 1, Ss will be asked to work in groups using 2K Graded Corpus to search for 

authentic examples of the verbs “borrow” and “lend”. Then, they need to simply 

read the key sentence and refine their definitions written in stage 1. T will provide 

the standard answers for Ss to check finally.  

In part 2, Ss are going to look into the use of “borrow” and “lend” and Ss will 

be asked to reread the concordance line individually. T should tell Ss to circle the 

preposition after the two verbs and focus on the nouns around the two verbs. After 

analyzing, Ss will be required to fill in the blanks about the short summary. In this 

process, T needs to give specific guidance.  

In part 3, Ss will be asked to fill the summary chart about the definitions and 

collocations of “borrow” and “lend” without referring to part 1 and 2 to check 

Ss’ understanding and recall the whole framework of knowledge. 

 

STAGE 3: Application and output (30-40 mins) 

After the rules are deduced from the previous stage, Ss will be able to apply them 

in actual use. Preceded by a warm-up exercise, this stage design will create a 

different context for Ss to use the linguistic items “borrow” and “lend” in 

reading, writing, and speaking in a stated, interrogative, or imperative tone. 

Interaction between Ss in a free and lively classroom atmosphere is expected to 



 3 

improve the learning motivation and decrease the affective filter in Ss. Also, 

considering the unexpected situation, an optional step is provided to prompt 

flexibility of the teaching. 

 

STAGE 4: Homework 

Ss are going to watch a clip of another Marvel series film “Spidey & Sue Storm 

Outsmart Swarm”. Ss will be given a worksheet that is corresponding to their own 

level. Each worksheet will have a different task. For the easiest worksheet, Ss are 

only asked to fill in the collocations of “borrow” and “lend”; for the intermediate 

one, Ss are asked to compose 3 complete sentences using the collocations of 

“borrow” and “lend”; for the most difficult one, Ss are asked to write a 

paragraph to talk about what they want from these people with “borrow” and 

“lend”. This approach is adopted because T wants to maximize students’ 

learning and cater to their learning diversity. Ss are also encouraged to do one or 

more worksheets if they feel comfortable and confident. This stage is designed to 

provide Ss with free practice; still, there are some hints for each worksheet. 
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XXX Primary School Primary 6 English Language  

Marvel Superheroes Week: “borrow” & “lend”  

STAGE 1: Testing Ss’ knowledge and Raising Ss’ awareness 

Name: _________  Class: 6_____(____)   Date: _____________ 
 

Part 1: Completing the conversations [Individual work] 

At the Movie Festival held last week, Marvel superheroes were introduced. Many of 

you would love to possess their superpowers. Do you remember “Mighty Thor” 

and “Iron Man”? Now, you  have a chance to ask them for their weapons. 

Complete the following conversations with “borrow” or “lend”. 
 

Conversation 1            Conversation 2 
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Part 2: Working with your partner [Pair work] 

Work in pairs. Take turns to read your own work and see if there is any difference in 

answers. Then, find out the definitions of “borrow” and “lend”. 

 

Vocabulary Definition 

borrow To ______ something _______ someone and ________________ later 

lend To ______ something _______ someone and ________________ later 

Teacher tips:  

The situation that Ss cannot achieve the right answers is allowed.  

The purpose of this part is to elicit questions which will be solved in Stage 2. 



 6 

 Click and get more 

XXX Primary School Primary 6 English Language  

Marvel Superheroes Week: “borrow” & “lend” 

STAGE 2: Hands-on corpus search and Inductive self-discovery 

Name: _________  Class: 6_____(____)   Date: _____________ 
 

Part 1: Checking your definition by looking into the usages of “borrow” and 

“lend” from the 2k Grade Corpus. Read the texts and then try to refine your 

definitions. [Group work] 

Form groups of 4. Look at the concordance lines below for both “borrow” and 

“lend” from the 2k Graded Corpus. Then read the texts in the Corpus and try to 

refine your definitions about the two verbs. 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Concordance lines of “borrow”  
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     Vocabulary Definition 

   borrow To get something from someone and give it back later 

   lend To give something to someone and they bring back later 

 

 

 

 

 

Teacher tips: 

(The teacher can tell the students the following steps orally) 

1. Click the word “borrow” / “lend” and find the relevant content. 

2. Highlight the key sentence. 

3. Read the key sentence in the context. 

4. Think about the meanings of “borrow” and “lend” and redefine your 

definitions. 

 

Concordance lines of “lend”  

 Click and get more 



 8 

Part 2: Looking into the use of “borrow” and “lend” in the context. 

[Individual work] 

Read the concordance lines again. Circle the preposition after the word “borrow” 

or “lend” and underline the noun before and after the proposition. Then analyze 

the collocations of “borrow” and “lend”.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Circle + Underline + Analyze 

Teacher tips: 

(The teacher can tell the students the following steps orally) 

1. Circle the preposition after the word “borrow”. 

2. Underline the nouns before and after the proposition. 

3. Analyze whether these nouns are people or objects. 

To sum up:  

“borrow” is often followed by the preposition “_______” 

Collocation: borrow ________ ________ ________ 

 

Concordance lines of “borrow”  
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Concordance lines of “lend”  

To sum up:  

“lend” is often followed by the preposition “________” 

Collation: lend ________ ________ ________ 

          lend ________ ________ 

 

Circle + Underline + Analyze 
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Part 3: Summarizing the definitions and collocations of the verb “borrow” 

and “lend” [Individual work] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Collocation 

borrow Lend 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vocabulary Definition 

borrow To ________ something _________ someone and ________ later 

lend To ________ something ________ someone and ________ later 

Now, without referring to part 1& 2, write down the 

answers to check your own understanding! 
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XXX Primary School Primary 6 English Language  

Marvel Superheroes Week: “borrow” & “lend”  

STAGE 3: Output and Application 

Name: _________  Class: 6_____ (____)   Date: _____________ 

 

 

 

 

 

Part 1: Blank filling 

Borrow or lend? Discuss with your partner in 5 minutes and share your answers with 

the class. 
 

1. Can I ________ your pen? 

2. Can you ________ some money to me? 

3. When I ________ you my eraser, you said you’d give it back! 

4. They said we could ________ their books. 

5. He’ll ________ her the umbrella if she really needs it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Teacher tips:  

After learning the usages of “borrow” and “lend” from corpus, students will 

be given chances to identify and use them. 

 

Teacher tips:  

1. Introduce the past tense of “borrow” and “lend” in exercise No.3. 

2. Analyze two words syntactically and semantically when sharing the answer. 

1). borrow: To get something from someone and give it back later.  

           (borrow sth. from sb.) 

2). lend: To give something to someone and they bring back later. 

     (lend sb. sth. / lend sth. to sb.) 

3. For each exercise, pick one pair to share their ideas. 

4. It should be a quick run-over of the linguistic points. 
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Part 2: Activity time 

Step 1: Think and write 

What do you want to borrow from your friends? 

What do you want to lend to your friends? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Step 2: Move and Speak 

Use the following structures and try to borrow items from your friends or lend items 

to your friends!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What do you want to 

borrow? 
 

What do you want to 

lend? 
 

Teacher tips:  

1. Brainstorm items that students can borrow or lend before writing: pen, pencil, 

ruler, tape, eraser, glue, scissors, clips, notebook, a piece of (colored) paper, stapler, 

sticky note, crayon, marker...  

2. Students are required to fill in the blanks within 2 mins. At least 3 items for each 

blank should be written. 

 

are written. 

 

/an 
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Part 3: What just happened? 

Step 1: Write down what you borrowed or what you lent on a piece of paper. 

Don’t mention your own name in the writing.  

Attention: What tense should you use? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Teacher tips:  

1. To prevent chaos, students can be designated to their desk mates and borrow/lend 

things. If the class is disciplined and students’ learning motivation is high, they can 

move freely in the class. 

2. Before the activity, a student with better proficiency can be invited to demonstrate 

with the teacher.  

 

At the beginning, I borrowed a ________ from ________. 

Later, ________ lent me her ________. 

(After that.../Then.../Next...)  

____________________________________________________ 

Finally, I borrowed ________ (number)items from my friends and  

lent ________ (number) items to my friends. 
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Step 2: Guess who wrote it? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                           

Step 3* Group work 

1: Pair work 

Ask your partner what he/she lent or borrowed, from whom. 

If your partner succeeded? If not, why? 

2: Report to the class 

Introduce what your partner lent or borrowed, from whom. 

If your partner didn’t succeed? Tell others the reasons. 

 

 

 

  

Teacher tips:  

1. Collect the writing paper, ask a student to take a random writing paper and 

read it.  

2. Other students listen and guess who is the writer through questioning the 

students mentioned in the paper. 

3. It is suggested that two more rounds of Q&A be conducted in the class 

until two writers are found. 

Teacher tips:  

This activity is optional for class, depending on time limit and the class situation. 
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XXX Primary School Primary 6 English Language  

Marvel Superheroes Week: “borrow” & 'lend'  

STAGE 4: Homework (Less able learners) 

Name: _________  Class: 6_____(____)   Date: _____________ 
 

1. Watch the video clip of “Spidey & Sue Storm Outsmart Swarm” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5zGA9M71Y-w 

 

2. Use the collocations of“borrow” or “lend” to talk about what you want to 

get from them (Hint: You can use the following table to help you). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

1) I want to borrow ________ from _________ because he can 

web-crawl and leap across buildings! 

2) I want to borrow _______ ________ from  _________because 

she can become invisible and surprise you! 

3) I’m wondering if __________ can_____________ me his web-

shooter? I also want to help people! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5zGA9M71Y-w


 16 

XXX Primary School Primary 6 English Language 

Marvel Superheroes Week: “borrow” & “lend”  

STAGE 4: Homework (Intermediate learners) 

Name: _________  Class: 6_____(____)   Date: _____________ 
 

1. Watch the video clip of “Spidey & Sue Storm Outsmart Swarm” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5zGA9M71Y-w 

 

2. Write 3 sentences to describe what you want to get from them. (Hint: You can 

read the picture below for ideas.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

1) _________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________ 

2)__________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________ 

3)__________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5zGA9M71Y-w
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XXX Primary School Primary 6 English Language  

Marvel Superheroes Week: “borrow” & “lend” 

STAGE 4: Homework (Advanced learners) 

Name: _________  Class: 6_____(____)   Date: _____________ 
 

 Do you think we can meet real heroes in our daily lives? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Write 50 words to talk about what you want from these people with “borrow” or 

“lend”. (Hint: Here is an example. “I want to borrow super power from the 

doctor/ I want the doctor to lend me super power because…With the super power, 

I can… In order to get the super power, I will…”) 

Word count: 1009 


