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Teaching Guides 
 

 

Target Students: Junior Secondary 

 

 

 

Teaching Objective:  To help students identify the difference 

between “high” and “highly” and 

master the usage of the two words and 

other similar cognate adverbs 

 

 

 

Corpus Used: Corpus of Contemporary American 

English (COCA) 
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1. Read the text. Fill in the blanks with the proper forms of the words from the box 

below. 

 

high            highly 
 

  

Lilian is on the school team of _______ jump. She has hard training 

every day under her coach’s supervision. After two years’ persistent 

training, she can jump ______ than anybody else in her school. At the 

sports meeting last week, she entered for the _______ jump and jumped 

_________ among all the players. She also set a new school record for 

the _______ jump. Therefore, her coach is very proud of her and always 

speaks ________ of her.  

In this text, high is used both as an a______ and a______, while highly is an a_______. 

So, what is the different usage between high and highly as an a____________? 

Let’s figure it out in COCA! 

2. Look at the concordance lines below and see if you can find the 

answers to Question 1 by yourself, then check and discuss with 

your partner. 

a. 

 

Pair Work:                      

Discovery Activity 
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b. 

 

 

c. 
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3. Answering Question 1 – 2. Groups can then feedback to each  

other, explaining the words.  

1) Please choose a verb to paraphrase (解释) the highlighted phrase  

in picture a. 

 

Speak highly could be paraphrased by ( ) 

A. shout    B. claim   C. emphasize  D. praise 

 

 

 

  

  
2) Please pay attention to the verbs (before the word highly and 

high) in the picture b and picture c, and then answer the questions 

below. 

 

b． 

 Tick the correct one(s). (You may tick both if necessary)  

 

              The verb before highly in picture b.  describes a body movement         

or an abstract process 

Small Group Work:                      

Discovery Activity 
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 c. 

 
 

     Tick the correct one(s). (You may tick both if necessary)  

 

              The verb before high in picture c.  describes a body movement             

or an abstract process 

  

4. Try it yourself 

Now, are you familiar with the use of high and highly? Try to 

summarize the use patterns of the two adverbs. Groups can then 

feedback to each other, explaining the adverbs. The first 

example of each word has been done for you. 

 

high (please list out another TWO use patterns) 

Use pattern  Examples from the corpus 

1. verb (a specific act or action) + high The bird was flying high and wanted to keep flying. 

2.   

3.  

 

highly (please list out another TWO use patterns) 

Use pattern  Examples from the corpus 

1. verb (an abstract process) + highly People speak highly of you. 

2.  

3.  

Small Group Work:                      

Explorative Activity 
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5. Summary of the difference between cognate adverbs. Match up the words and the 

language use. 

 

1) We use adverbs without -ly to a) describe an abstract process 

 

2) We use adverbs with -ly to b) describe a specific act or action 
 

 

6. Here are three more cognate adverbs that are similar to ‘high’ and ‘highly’. Try to 

search them in the corpus and find out their use patterns. 

 

  

        

 

 

 

 

wide (please list out two use patterns) 

Use pattern  Examples from the corpus 

1.   

2.   

widely (please list out two use patterns) 

Use pattern  Examples from the corpus 

1.   

2.   

 

close (please list out two use patterns) 

Use pattern  Examples from the corpus 

1.   

2.   

closely (please list out two use patterns) 

Use pattern  Examples from the corpus 

1.   

2.   

 

close deep 

widely closely deeply 

wide 
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deep (please list out two use patterns) 

Use pattern  Examples from the corpus 

1.   

2.   

deeply (please list out two use patterns) 

Use pattern  Examples from the corpus 

1.   

2.   

 

7. Writing and Oral Task. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please write an interesting story using at least 5 words in the first line 

below and then share with your partner. The second and third line 

contain some verbs which can be collocated with the cognate adverbs 

for your reference. You may use them or not. 

 

high, highly, wide, widely, close, closely, deep, deeply 

jump, fly, travel, speak, watch, dig, love, open, stand, listen, study,  

move, use, think, sink, interest, hurt, hate, climb, run, walk 

 (*Try to use language patterns found in Task 6) 

 

You can begin your story like this: 

My best friend Johnson has travelled widely across China…. 


