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Target Students: Junior Secondary 

 

Corpus Used: wordandphrase 

 

Teaching Goal: After this 45-minute 

class, students can understand the 

meaning of cost, spend, pay, and more 

importantly, they can develop 

integrated language skills of using them 

in different context. 
 
 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

1.1. Watch the 2-minute video and try to understand the 
dialogue. While watching, students are supposed to pay special 
attention to these three words: cost, spend and pay, and noting 
down the sentences is preferred. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GkuZ8MgePh8&feature=you
tu.be 
 

1.2. Teacher shows the sentences appeared on the video with 
cost, spend and pay. Then ask students try to deduct the meaning 
of them. In this part, teacher also can know students’ pre-
knowledge on form, meaning and usage of the three words, so 
that teacher can arrange the rest tasks flexibly. 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

Warm up section (5 mins) 
Task type: Individual work     
Focused Skill: Listening, word meaning 

● It costs me 8000 dollars. 

● I spent about 30000 dollars on the new cap. 

● I spent 24 hours watching Michael and Effy's videos yesterday. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
Part two:  
 
 

2.1 Search the three words in corpus 
(https://www.wordandphrase.info/) with teacher’s instruction, 
and students will get the concordance lines like these:   
 

 

 

 

Exploring section (10 mins) 
Task type: class work, group work       
Focused Skill: inductive learning of grammatical 
structures with corpus 

https://www.wordandphrase.info/


 
2.2:  Fill in charts  
 
Divide the class into 3 groups to finish the task of filling the charts 
about the three words respectively. 
Students will fill in the form according to their search results. They 
can put the words according to the color hints in the second chart. 
 
Chart one: different forms of cost, spend and pay 

 
 
Chart two: usage and structure of cost, spend and pay 
 

 
 
 
 

 3rd person 
singular 

Past tense Present tense 

cost    

spend    

pay    



 
 
 
 
 
3.1 Presentation 
One member from each group is supposed to give presentation to 
the class and tell the class what words the group have found.  
Meanwhile, other groups will look at the concordance lines, make 
supplements and give judgement. 
 
3.2 Discussion 
Students will discuss in groups about the word class and sentence 
structure. 
After discussion, teacher will ask students what formats or usage 
they have found, and write them in the chart. 
 
3.3 Teacher’s conclusion  
Teacher will give a conclusion on how to use the three words in 
shopping context. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Summary: 
1. Cost will normally be used in a sentence starting with      it 
/they/something     , which refers to the object you paid money for.  
Third person + cost/costs + price/time + (to do sth.) 
2. Spend will normally be used in a sentence starting with    Personal 
Pronoun/Name             , like I, He, She, They. 
Personal Pronoun/Name + spend/spent + price/time + doing sth. 
3. Pay will normally be used in a sentence starting with         Personal 
Pronoun/Name         , like I, He, She, They. 
Personal Pronoun/Name + pay/paid + price + for sth. 

Presentation and conclusion section (10 mins) 
Task type: class work, individual work     
Focused skill: grammatical skill 



 
 
 
 
 
 
4.1 Students read the comic and imagine they are the characters 
in those four situations. Then, fill in the blanks as they read out 
loud. 
 

 
 
4.2 Role play:  
Teacher invites 2 pairs of students to act out the situation 1 and 4. 
 
 
 

Practice section I (10mins) 
Task type: individual work, group work      
Focused Skill: communicative competency 



 
 
 
 
 
Activity - Flea Market Sharing 
 
Presetting: Students have learned how to buy things last class and 
had a flea market together at the end of the former class. 
Instruction: Students should bring what he/she bought in the flea 
market and share them in groups using cost, spend and pay. Then 
some students will be required to share in front of the class. 
 
For example: 
In our flee market, I bought a comic book from XXX. It cost me 10 
dollars. And look at the Pikachu, so cute! I only paid 20 dollars for 
it! I also spent 10 dollars buying a colorful bottle from XXX. The 
bottle is very beautiful. 
 

  
 
 
 
 

Practice section II (10mins) 
Task type: individual work, group work      
Focused Skill: communicative competency 



 
 
 
 
Students are supposed to use certain words or structures to fill 
the blanks, which helps students to consolidate the language 
points. They are allowed to check answers by peer work.  
 
#1.  
A: I hate the seller in the supermarket. He cheated me on this bag 
last week. 
B: Why? 
A: I _____ $ 1000 buying it, but it’s broken today. 

I ______ $ 1000 for it, but it’s broken today. 
It ______ me $ 1000, but it’s broken today. 

B: Wow! 
#2.  
A: I like your new dress! It’s so beautiful and elegant! 
B: Yeah,  ______ ($ 6666) in Chanel.  
A: No wonder! 
#3. 
I’m planning to visit my grandpa, but I don’t have much money, so 
I wonder ____________(less money). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Write a short passage to describe your shopping experience. The 
three words, cost, spend and pay, must be used in the passage. 
 
 

Homework II (60 words) 
Task type: individual work  
Focused Skill: writing skill 

Homework I 
Task type: individual work and peer work 
Focused Skill: Grammatical skill 


