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	School of Foreign Languages, Southeast University, Nanjing China
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	Learning Objectives: 
1. To help students differentiate and use different types of reporting verbs in academic writing with corpus use; 
2. To provide students with authentic language use opportunities 







Before-class Prep 
Before class, ask the students to address the following preview tasks.	Comment by binliu: This can be part of the categories of Remember and Understand in the revised Bloom’s Taxonomy (2001), which speak to the learning objectives of secondary education.
1. Read a 2-page handout about the basics of reporting verbs. 


2. Browse through a short introduction to the corpus in question, COCA.


3. Find a research article of their interest, identify (or highlight) all the reporting verbs in it, and bring one copy to class for classroom activities.

Warmer/Introduction
Brainstorming  – Write the words ‘argue’, ‘propose’, and ‘report’ on the black/whiteboard. Put students into pairs or groups and ask them to think of other verbs that can be used for reporting, without referring to any learning material. Give students a few minutes (3 mins) to work together and write down as many as they can. Then invite one representative from each group to read aloud their findings, while other groups listen and cross out the verbs they also listed. In the end, the group with the greatest number of ‘distinctive’ reporting verbs is the winner.

Task 1: Match the reporting verbs with their definitions	Comment by binliu: Pair work:
To raise the students’ awareness of
 the language forms

Hand out a copy of Worksheet 1 to each student. Encourage them to work in pairs and match the words to the definitions. Ask them to match as many as they can without using their dictionaries, explaining that the answers will be given to them shortly.
Class feedback: check that the students have matched them correctly. Further examples and explanations could be given at this stage, to clear up any confusion that the students are experiencing. 



Task 2: Gap-fill Exercise	Comment by binliu: This can be part of the category of Apply in the revised Bloom’s Taxonomy (2001), which speaks to the learning objectives of tertiary education.

Distribute the copies of Worksheet 2 (the gap-fill sentences) and have students complete the exercise in pairs. Class feedback: check the students have completed the gap-fill exercise completely.



Task 3: Check the concordances lines in COCA to verify the answers in Task 2	Comment by binliu: Extension of the learning 
Students can be shown how to conduct hands-on corpus searches at this stage. 
(REVISED per professional team advice: The scaffolding activity added)
As a scaffolding activity, the instructor shows students the steps to generate inside COCA the concordance lines for the first reporting verb “hypothesize” in the box. Then students make the queries for the remaining reporting verbs.
[image: ]
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Task 4: Group discussion	Comment by binliu: This can be part of the category of Analyze in the revised Bloom’s Taxonomy (2001), which speaks to the learning objectives of tertiary education.

Which of the reporting verbs we practised with above were more commonly used in academic writing? Have students discuss in small groups based on the research article of their choice and report back to the whole class their findings.

Task 5: Check COCA to verify the answers in Task 4.
The instructor can advise the students to follow similar steps in Task 3 to generate the frequency list for each reporting verbs they assume are more commonly used.

Task 6: Function and strength of reporting verbs	Comment by binliu: This can be part of the category of Evaluate in the revised Bloom’s Taxonomy (2001), which speaks to the learning objectives of tertiary education.

REVISED per peer review: transition from the previous task added in Task 6 and warning about overuse of reporting verbs added to Task 7.
(In order not to get overwhelmed by so many reporting verbs, it is better to further classify them.) The instructor first reminds the students that there are generally three types of reporting verbs in terms of strength, weak, neutral, and strong. And reporting verbs serve different functions in different contexts. Then student groups to try to illustrate the function and strength of reporting verbs with the assistance of corpus tools. After completing Worksheet 3, groups can feedback to each other, explaining the examples they have found from the corpus. The first example of each type has been done for students.



Task 7: Small discussion in pairs	Comment by binliu: In many cases, one certain task can highlight the features of more than one category in the revised Bloom’s Taxonomy (2001).
It is noteworthy that reporting verbs should not be overused. Which section in a research paper can reporting verbs be most commonly found? How many reporting verbs can be found in a certain section? Each pair report back to the class about their findings.

Task 8: Watch a short (2-min) introductory video on literature review



Task 9: (In-class pair discussion & After-class assignment) Writing	Comment by binliu: Time for practising or producing output. Practise the accurate use immediately after learning is the best way to avoid making similar mistakes in future.
This can be part of the category of Create in the revised Bloom’s Taxonomy (2001), which speaks to the learning objectives of tertiary education.

In pairs or groups complete literature review worksheet (Worksheet 4), thus scaffolding the writing of a literature review. Then each student writes a short literature review (250-350 words) based on 3-5 articles of his or her choice, using at least five reporting verbs. Verify the appropriateness of reporting verb usage with the corpora searches. The student is expected to discuss with his/her learning partner and each pair review each other’s work before submitting the final draft to the instructor. The students are encouraged to consult corpus tools and submitted repeatedly to pigai.org for instant proofreading feedback in the process of writing. 


Instructor Tips
1. Encourage the students to use the corpus searches when they are confused.
2. Depending on the time available and students’ level, the teacher can select some steps instead of doing all steps.


Copyright Statement
This document contains copyrighted materials and can only be used for educational purpose. All rights are reserved to the copyright owners.
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Reporting Verbs

In academic writing, you will often need to refer to the research of
others, also called secondary sources. When discussing other
people’s work, a reporting verb can be used to great effect. The
difficulty with using them, however, is that there are many and
each of them has slightly different and often subtle meanings.

Introduction

In academic writing, it is important to present an argument logically and cohesively. You may
be required to report on, evaluate and discuss existing research or ideas. Often you will be
assessed on your ability to demonstrate these skills.

It is repetitive and boring to write ‘Smith says...” over and over again. Fortunately, there is a
wide choice of reporting verbs in English. Reporting verbs can indicate either (a) the author’s
personal viewpoint, (b) your viewpoint regarding what the author says, and/or (c) the author’s

viewpoint regarding other literature.

To interpret the writer’s ideas accurately, however, you will need to use a verb with the correct
nuance (sense of meaning). Use an English dictionary to check that you have the right verb for
the right context.

Reasons for using reporting verbs
There are many reasons for using a reporting verb. You may want to comment on someone’s
work, agree or disagree with someone else’s study, or evaluate someone’s ideas. There are
three basic reasons for using a reporting verb. Its usage depends largely on whether you are
focusing on the:

= Aim of the study

= Results of the study

* Opinion of the study

Some verbs are weaker in their function, while others are strong. Some verbs are followed by a
preposition (e.g. as, to, for, with, of), while others are followed by a noun or ‘that’ (see page 3).
In addition, some verbs can fit more than one category e.g. warns can be used to disagree
with, emphasise or examine an idea.
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Example sentences
Remember that the tense you use for your reporting verb will depend on your style guide.
Some styles prefer present tense while others prefer past tense.

Boynton (1982, p. 79) warns the reader that ordinary chocolate is “too frail to withstand heat,
moisture and proximity to baked beans”.

Hanks (2004, p. 257) defines an idiom as an expression whose “meaning . . . is distinct from
the sum of its parts”.

Smith (2005) disagrees with Fry (2003) when she maintains that many students have trouble
with reporting verbs.

Some people subscribe to the idea that chocolate is unhealthy, but Boynton’s (1982) book
refutes this claim.

This paper investigates the effects of alcohol on memory and stresses that further research be
done as a matter of urgency.

References

Boynton, S. (1982). Chocolate: The consuming passion. London: Methuen.

Hanks, P. (2004). The syntagmatics of metaphor and idiom. /nternational Journal of
Lexicography, 17 (3), 245-274.

Useful resources

Websites

http://academicenglishcafe.com/ReportedandQuotedSpeechVerbs.aspx
http://tls.vu.edu.au/SLS/slu/ReadingWriting/Referencing/ReportingVerbs/ReportingVerbs.htm
http://www.edufind.com/english/grammar/rep7.cfm

http:/ /www2.warwick.ac.uk/fac/soc/al/learning_english/activities /aez/resources/reporting_verbs/

Printables

http://www.awc.metu.edu.tr/handouts/Verbs_to_Introduce_Paraphrases_and_Quotations.pdf
http://www.latrobe.edu.au/lasesl/assets/downloads/verbs-message.pdf
http://www.latrobe.edu.au/learning/assets/downloads/Referencing-phrases.doc
http://www.york.ac.uk/k-roy/pdfs/Reporting%20Verbs%20functions.pdf

If you require more assistance with Reporting Verbs, please contact Academic Learning and Language on 8303 5771.
Visit the ALL website for additional resources: www.adelaide.edu.au/clpd/all/

Principal Authors: Donna Velliaris & Julia Miller 2009

Learning Guide © 2009 The University of Adelaide 4
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The COCA corpus (new version released March 2020)

The corpora from English-Corpora.org are the world’s most widely-used corpora. The Corpus of Contemporary
American English (COCA) is by far the most widely-used of these corpora. In early 2020, we dramatically
expanded the scope and size and features of COCA to make it even more useful for researchers, teachers, and
learners.

The corpus contains more than one billion words of data, including 20 million words each year from 1990-2019
(with the same genre balance year by year). This makes COCA the only corpus of English that is 1) large 2) recent
and 3) has a wide range of genres. The following table shows the genres in the corpus.

Spoken 44,803 127,396,932 Transcripts of unscripted conversation from more than 150 different TV and radio programs
(examples: All Things Considered (NPR), Newshour (PBS), Good Morning America (ABC), Oprah)

Fiction 25,992 119,505,305 Short stories and plays from literary magazines, children’s magazines, popular magazines, first
chapters of first edition books 1990-present, and fan fiction.

Magazines 86,292 127,352,030 Nearly 100 different magazines, with a good mix between specific domains like news, health, home
and gardening, women, financial, religion, sports, etc.

Newspapers 90,243 122,958,016 Newspapers from across the US, including: USA Today, New York Times, Atlanta Journal Constitution,
San Francisco Chronicle, etc. Good mix between different sections of the newspaper, such as local
news, opinion, sports, financial, etc.

Academic 26,137 120,988,361 More than 200 different peer-reviewed journals. These cover the full range of academic disciplines,
with a good balance among education, social sciences, history, humanities, law, medicine,
philosophy/religion, science/technology, and business

Web (Genl) 88,989 129,899,427 Classified into the web genres of academic, argument, fiction, info, instruction, legal, news, personal,
promotion, review web pages (by Serge Sharoff). Taken from the US portion of the GIoWbE corpus.

Web (Blog) 98,748 125,496,216 Texts that were classified by Google as being blogs. Further classified into the web genres of
academic, argument, fiction, info, instruction, legal, news, personal, promotion, review web pages.
Taken from the US portion of the GIoWbE corpus.

TV/Movies 23,975 129,293,467 Subtitles from OpenSubtitles.org, and later the TV and Movies corpora. Studies have shown that the
language from these shows and movies is even more colloquial / core than the data in actual
"spoken corpora".

| 4ssa79] s002889758 |

GENRES Because COCA has so much data from each of these eight genres, it provides useful information
about the frequency of words, phrases, and grammatical constructions across the genres — whether they are
very informal (e.g. TV and movie subtitles or in spoken transcripts), more formal (e.g. academic articles), or
somewhere in between (e.g. magazines and newspapers). For example, the following two charts show the
frequency of the word lucky in the different genres, as well as the "get passive” (e.g. he got promoted).

lucky get passive
SECTION BLOG WEB TV/IM SPOK FIC MAG NEWS ACAD BLOG WEB TVIM SPOK FIC MAG NEWS ACAD
FREQ 6370 4877 16697 5094 9249 4825 3916 741 34353 26869 50926 33009 21756 19638 17673 3867
WORDS (M) 128.6 1243 128.1 126.1 1183 126.1 121.7 119.8 128.6 1243 128.1 126.1 1183 126.1 121.7 119.8
PER MIL 49.53 39.25 130.37 40.39 78.17 38.27 3217 6.19 267.10 216.24 | 397.63 | 261.69 183.87 155.74 145.17 32.28
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The great general balance (and large size) of COCA also allows you to see the frequency of related phrases
across genres. For example, the following table shows “soft NOUN”.

CONTEXT ALL BLOG WEB- GENL TV.’MOVIES SPOKEN FICTION MAGAZINE NEWSPAPER ACADEMIC
a
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You can also compare two genres (or sets of genres). For example, the following table shows collocates
(nearby words) of chair in ACADEMIC (left) and FICTION (right).

SEC 1 (ACADEMIC): 119,790,456 WORDS SEC 2 (FICTION): 118,322,084 WORDS
WORD/PHRASE TOKENS 1 TOKENS 2 PM 1 PM 2 RATIO WORD/PHRASE TOKENS 2 TOKENS 1 PM 2 PM 1 RATIO

You can even compare synonyms of a given word in different genres. For example, this table shows the
synonyms of strong in TV/MOVIES (left) and ACADEMIC (right).

SEC 1 (TV/MOVIES): 128,074,534 WORDS SEC 2 (ACADEMIC): 119,790,456 WORDS
WORD/PHRASE TOKENS 1 TOKENS 2 PM 1 PM 2 WORD/PHRASE TOKENS 2 TOKENS 1 PM 2 PM1 RATIO
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The ability to focus in on specific genres means that you can find “just the right word” for a particular
concept in a particular genre. For example, suppose that you want to know what word related to potent is
the most frequent with a form of argument in academic English. As the following image shows, you simply
search for =potent ARGUMENT and limit the search to academic, and you would see the following results,
and then (as with any search results) can see the matching phrases in context,

I
Chart Word Browse + ALL FORMS (SAMPLE): 100 200 500 FREQ | TOTAL310 | UNIQUE 16 +
|
Cpoiznt ARGUVENT | STRONG ARGUMENT 63 |
M STRONG ARGUMENTS 48 |
]
' e POWERFUL ARGUMENT 4 |_
| Sections  TextsiVirtual SorvLimit Options CONVINCING ARGUMENT 34 |_
PERSUASIVE ARGUMENT 31 |_
IGNORE IGNORE PERSUASIVE ARGUMENTS 24 |_
MOVIES TMOVIES POWERFUL ARGUMENTS 19—
oG BLOG CONVINCING ARGUMENTS 18 |_
'WEB-GENL WEB-GENL
SPOKEN SPOKEN EFFECTIVE ARGUMENTS 9 |—
FICTION FICTION
MAGAZINE MAGAZINE VIGOROUS ARGUMENT 6 |—
NEWSPAPER NEWSPAPER EFFECTIVE ARGUMENT 5 |-
ACADEMIC ACADEMIC
INFLUENTIAL ARGUMENT 5 |-
FORCEFUL ARGUMENT 3 |-
FORCEFUL ARGUMENTS 2 |-
POTENT ARGUMENT 1 |l
INFLUENTIAL ARGUMENTS 1 1
1 1990 ACAD EnvirAffairs A B C notbe reflected in purchase prices. Therefore, affected proprietors can make a strong argument that there is no inherent justice in requiring th
2 2009 ACAD AmerindianQ A B C ,whichis particularly based in theories of meaning, Craig Womack makes a strong argument that Native literature can not be studied simply as
3 1996 ACAD SocialStudies A B C military prowess to guarantee them independence from potential subjugation. In fact, a strong argument could be made that the Comanches si
4 2000 ACAD | Mercury A B C contained one of the most read passages in all of science fiction and a strong argument to explore space. On the Moon an extraterrestrial beac
5 1991 ACAD IntlAffairs A B C everyone and to no one. " # Hungarian-born economist Janos Kornai makes a strong argument in favor of selling firms to " flesh and blood " risl
6 1990 ACAD ForeignAffairs A B C --mounted by USSOCOM elements-were used with considerable effect during its course. A strong argument can be made, however, that it wou
7 2017 ACAD Stanford Law Review A B C down the statute on First Amendment grounds and finding that there is a " strong argument that prescriber-identifying information is speech. "
8 2016 ACAD Eighteenth - Century Studies A B C force behind fulfilling duties of justice across borders. Consequently, d'Holbach offers a strong argument for why fulfilling cosmopolitan duties «
9 1994 ACAD Canadalaw A B C ,the greater the outflow of payments for copyright works. There is a strong argument for a country with a relatively small economy to be a follo
10 2017 ACAD Stanford Law Review A B C extend to prisoners.256 Calvin, anticipating this aspect of Evenwel, set forth a strong argument of its own, explaining that prisoners are differen
11 2014 ACAD PolSciQuarterly A B C security issues, but sois the ability of the individual to discern a strong argument from a weak one. People who are better educated will probab
122014  ACAD Ref&UserServQ A B | C librarians. | recognize that this is not currently the case, thus your strong argument to maintain the OPAC. However, if nothing changes, we will |
13 2001 ACAD ArmedForces A B C local militia forces. He addresses religion only once, but he makes a strong argument for the importance that it played in his combat life, stating

In addition to comparing across genres, you can also compare words, to “tease out” differences between
related words. For example, the following chart shows words that occur with deep and profound, showing that
(for example) deep breath is common but profound breath never occurs, or that profound effect is common
but deep effect is not. You can also compare other related words, such as adjectives used with the words men
and women, or verbs occurring near Obama or Trump.

WORD 1 (W1): DEEP (7.33)

WORD 2 (W2): PROFOUND (0.14)
SCORE






HISTORICAL COCA is the only large corpus of English that has extensive data from the entire period of the last
30 years — 20 million words per year from 1990-2019 (with the same genre balance year by year). This means
that in addition to seeing variation by genre, you can also map out recent changes in English in ways that are
not possible with any other corpus — such as with the frequency of awesome from 1990-2019,.

SECTION ALL BLOG WEB ™VIM SPOK FIC MAG NEWS ACAD 1990-94 | 1995-99 | 2000-04 | 2005-09 | 2010-14 | 2015-19
FREQ 24063 9902 6800 8494 2740 957 1819 1352 350 940 1127 1688 3075 4523 4359
WORDS (M) 993 128.6 1243 1281 126.1 1183 126.1 121.7 119.8 139.1 147.8 146.6 144.9 145.3 144.7
PER MIL 24.23 76.99 54.73 66.32 21.72 8.09 14.43 1.1 2.92 6.76 7.63 11.52 21.21 31.14 30.12
SEE ALL
SUB-SECTIONS
e El l:' l:l

And of course you can look at much more than just simple words or phrases. COCA is the only corpus that
allows you to map out changes in syntactic constructions over the past 30 years, as with the “like construction”
(and I’'m like, no way) or the “end up V-ing” construction (you’ll end up paying way too much) — both of which
have increased in each five year period since the early 1990s.

SECTION 1990-94 1995-99 2000-04 2005-09 201014 2015-19 1990-94 1995-99 2000-04 2005-09 2010-14 201519
FREQ 140 393 639 1145 1780 2581 1826 2340 2489 2849 2949 3293
WORDS (M) 139.1 147.8 146.6 1449 145.3 1447 1391 147.8 146.6 1449 1453 1447
PER MIL 1.01 2.66 4.36 7.90 12.25 17.83 13.13 15.83 16.98 19.66 20.30 2275
GEE AL like construction (CONJ PRON BE|like ‘|,) END up V-ing
SUB-SECTIONS
AT ONCE

Just as we compared collocates (nearby words) in different genres above (for chair in ACAD and FIC), we can
also compare collocates in different periods, to look at semantic change. For example, the following table shows
collocates of green in the 1990s (left) and the 2010s (right).

SEC 1 (1995-1999, 1990-1994): 286,833,557 WORDS SEC 2 (2010-2014, 2015-2019): 290,003,115 WORDS

o Lo oes: vt Lo Lwre [ woroman Lo |ios 2w _wro
1 GREEN RANGER 187 65.2 GREEN GAZETTE 96 331
2  GREEN PEPPER 215 35 0.7 01 6.2 2  GREEN JOBS 87 0 0.3 0.0 30.0
3 GREEN CROSS 52 9 0.2 0.0 5.8 3  GREEN PRACTICE 60 2 0.2 0.0 29.7
4  GREEN VEGETABLES 73 32 0.3 0.1 23 4  GREEN ENERGY 170 7 0.6 0.0 24.0
5  GREEN PEPPERS 94 47 0.3 0.2 2.0 5  GREEN ARROW 192 8 0.7 0.0 237
6  GREEN MAN 58 31 0.2 0.1 1.9 6 GREEN BUILDING 130 18 0.4 0.1 71
7  GREEN ACRES 52 3 0.2 0.1 1.7 7  GREEN SCREEN 85 12 0.3 0.0 7.0
8  GREEN BELL 154 92 0.5 0.3 1.7 8 GREEN ZONE 118 21 0.4 0.1 5.6
9  GREEN PLANTS 61 37 0.2 0.1 1.7 9  GREEN LANTERN 96 21 03 0.1 4.5
10 GREEN GLASS 61 37 0.2 0.1 1.7 10 GREEN SPACES 97 23 03 0.1 4.2

We can also see what is being said about a topic over time. For example, the following shows the collocates of crisis
in each five year period (and genre) from 1990-2019, which shows what we were worrying about in these different
periods.

mlﬁ WEB-GE MOVIES SPOKEN FICTION MAGAZINE NEWSPAPER ACADEMIC 1990 1994 1995 1999 2000-2004 5-2009 20102014 2015 2019

DEBT 1513

CRISIS 1088 Im

HEALTH 917 I 65 “

ENERGY 771 I“
5

GULF 656

OIL 437
REFUGEE 381
SOLUTION 381
MIDLIFE 348
CREDIT 385
CLIMATE 396





As with all of the other corpora from English-Corpora.org, there is a very wide range of searches, including:
words, phrases, substrings, lemmas, part of speech, synonyms, and customized wordlists. For example, the
search WEAR * ADJ @CLOTHES takes just about one second to search through the billion words to find
strings like the following (and it doesn’t require learning unnecessarily convoluted search syntax).

-n ALLFORMS (SAMPLE): 100 200 500

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8
1 2019 FIC
2 2019 NEWS
3 2019 TV
4 2018 NEWS
5 2017 FIC
6 2017 | MAG

7 2017 | NEWS

o

2016 | FIC
2016 | FIC

w

WEARING A TOP HAT
WEARING A SHORT SKIRT
WEARING A HARD HAT

WEARING A WHITE BLOUSE

WEAR A SHORT SKIRT
WEARING A WHITE HAT
WORE A SHORT SKIRT
WEARING A RED TIE

PennLitjournal

Chicago Tribune

The Blacklist

OregonLive.com
Bk:One-hundred-knuckledFist
Fox News

USATODAY

Bk:LoveMaps

Dialogue: Mormon

> » » » » » > > >
m O T W W W W W @

m TOTAL 1,292 | UNIQUE 900 +

18
14
14
)
13
13
2

know Jessica, the salesgirl with the husky voice who as usual wore cuffed hot pants. | discovered much to my surprise that she lived in southeast, to
the 2400 block of Partridge Lane told police Feb. 19 that someone wearing a dark hat and jacket was looking into a neighbor's vehicle. # A resident i
to the defendant? It was the only suit in the area wearing a fedora-style hat. | see. And did you arrest the defendant at that point? No

Security disability benefits, punched the guard after he was accused of wearing a stolen hat on May 12, 2017. # Nathaniel M. Williams, 25Columbia 1
because he looks toward the sound, too. # A woman wearing a bright-yellow blouse and black pants hums past his stand, armed with a small vacuu
evacuated Tuesday after an explosion was reported and police shot a suspect wearing an explosive belt who shouted " Allahu Akbar, " in what offici
in Jerusalem's Old City on May 22, 2017. She wore a white skirt suit by Michael Kors and her customary sky-high heels in a brightly colored striped p
my apple! " Maya yelled from the porch. # She wore a white blouse tied at the waist and a blue-and-black plaid skirt. She skipped toward them,

. Approaching her, he saw it was Jennie O'Brien. She wore a drab skirt, and her hair was wound into an untidy bun upon her head. #

Because of COCA'’s advanced architecture, even searches for very general searches like NOUN + NOUN or
VERB ADJ NOUN take just 1-2 seconds to search through the billion word corpus:

1

W L N o R WN

Z 5

HEALTH CARE
WORLD WAR

LIVING ROOM

LAW ENFORCEMENT
WEB SITE

CLIMATE CHANGE
AIR FORCE
REPUBLICAN PARTY
STATE UNIVERSITY
HEALTH INSURANCE
FAMILY MEMBERS

FREQ TOTAL 8,108,778 | UNIQUE 17,446 +
64877
32709
23171
23057
22382
21967
19768
16928
16926
16378
16031

_n USE LARGE NGRAMS [ 7] TOTAL 178,237 | UNIQUE 6395 +

W e N o kW N

No= O

TAKE GOOD CARE
MAKES PERFECT SENSE
PAY CLOSE ATTENTION

FIND COMMON GROUND

BEGIN AUDIO CLIP
SAY GOOD NIGHT
TAKE FULL ADVANTAGE

GRATED PARMESAN CHEESE

COME FULL CIRCLE
COME RIGHT BACK
WORK FULL TIME
TRY NEW THINGS

1226
1120
706
683
651
641
558
553
536
491
445
439





A unique feature of COCA, which makes it very useful for language learners and teachers, is the ability to
browse through a list of the top 60,000 words (lemmas) in the corpus, and then to see an extremely wide
range of information on each of these words.

Word form

L ]

Part of speech

B NOUN EVERB EAD] ©@ADV EOTHER ALL

Range

s [

Pronunciation

Rhymes with \:’ Type |EXACT

Syllables / stress

000000000 %

For example, the following are just a few examples of high frequency words (about word #5000 in the 60,000
word list), medium frequency (~25,000), and low frequency (~45,000) words. For each word in the list, users
can hear the word pronounced, see videos with that word in the text, find related images from Google
Images, an see a translation for their preferred target language.

RANK FREQ Word [ PoS Audio Video Image ZH-CN
5200 11377 blogger NOUN Q ® [a] @
5201 11374 utterly ADV Q ® [l &
5202 11372 trouble VERB ()] ® [a] @
5203 11368 texture NOUN o ® [a] @
5204 11365 | head AD) Q@ ® (=] @
RANK FREQ Word PoS Audio Video Image ZH-CN
25201 577 unappealing ADJ (<] ® [a] @
25202 577 | tryst NOUN (<)) ® [a] @
25203 577 urologist NOUN o ® [4] @
25204 577 scrabble NOUN (<] ® [a] &
25205 577 demarcate VERB Q@ ® [&] @
RANK FREQ Word PoS Audio Video Image ZH-CN
45107 112 incubus NOUN Q ® [ @
45108 112 unquantifiable AD) Q ® [a] @
45110 112 husk VERB (<) ® [a] &
45111 112 hunky-dory AD) Q ® [a] @
45112 12 jacked AD) (<] ® [4] @

It is even possible to search the 60,000 word list by pronunciation (very helpful, because of difficult English
spelling). For example, the following is a partial list of two syllable words (accented on the second syllable)
that rhyme with stay:

Pronunciation

Syllables / stress

Rhymes with Type |EXACT

000000000 %

3958 17233 array NOUN (4] ® [l (-]
4122 16221 convey VERB (<] ® [al @
4589 13766 survey VERB (4] ® [&] @
4751 13055 cafe NOUN (<] ® [&] @
4779 12934 betray VERB Q ® [a] @
5536 10325 obey VERB ()] ® [&] @
5933 9149 ballet NOUN (<)) ® [a] &






Each of the top 60,000 words in the corpus has a “home page” such as the following, with links to other pages
with more information. Users can save words to a “favorites” list for later review, and go back through a
history of all of their “word” pages

Favorites list History Rank #1-60,000

trall (NOUN) See: VERB O 0] m TOPICS (more)  Words that co-occur in 22 million web pages
Distribution across genres hike, hike, mountain, steep, park, terrain, mile, forest, creek, lake, wilderness, route, peak, river,
D trail, visitor, valley, hiker, snow, climb
O @O = O I:I =

BLOG WEB TV/M SPOK FIC MAG NEWS ACAD
COLLOCATES (more)  Words that co-occur nearby

Pronunciation Definition ‘ . -
1. a tradk or mark left by something that has passed 2. a path or NOUN  campaign, mile, paper, blazer, park, mountain, blood, road
track rdughly blazed through wild or hilly country 3. evidence VERB follow, hike, lead, blaze, ride, climb, cross, wind

pointing to a possible solution . o ‘ o
AD| appalachian, steep, narrow, historic, scenic, rocky, indian, rough

[4] @ PlayPhrase YouGlish Yarn Links tovideos

\@ ZH-CN: Google WordRef Reverso Linguee
Links to translations

ADV left, downhill, steeply, uphill, aptly, underfoot, deftly, briskly

Google images
SYNONYMS (more)

road, track, path, trail, route, trajectory, footpath m

trail, trace

CLUSTERS (more) 2, 3,4 word strings

trail«  trailin « trail to « trail blazers « trail for « trail with « trails in « trail from « trail on

«trail  campaign trail « paper trail « appalachian trail « hiking trails « long trail « blood trail « on trails « money trail

trail « « trail of tears « trail of blood « trail of destruction « trail that led « trail leads to « trail of smoke « trail of bread « trail of broken
«otrail on the trail « along the trail « up the trail « off the trail « down the trail « leaving a trail « left a trail « to the trail

trail « « » trail of bread crumbs . trail that led to « trail to the top « trail through the woods « trails in the sky « trail of destruction across » trail that leads to « trail of broken
hearts

««strail on the campaign trail « out on the trail « from the campaign trail « end of the trail « hot on the trail « side of the trail « on the appalachian trail « miles of hiking trails

TEXTS / VIRTUAL CORPORA (more)  T1exts that have this as a “keyword”

WEB: « WEB: « NEWS: « MAG: « ACAD: « MAG: » NEWS: « MAG: « FIC:
MAG: « MAG: « NEWS: « MAG: « MAG: « WEB: « MAG: « MAG: .
MAG: « MAG: « MAG: « NEWS: « MAG: « MAG: « MAG: « NEWS: .

CONCORDANCE LINES (more) The word in context (to see patterns of use)

1 WEB: 2012: amazon.com Along the way , they confront Army Rangers along the Appalachian Trail El late-night stealth mission to an abandoned NASA
2 BLOG: 2012: ...heother.blogspot.... me, a direct definition of ultra trail running . The trails I] DCNR does an excellent job keeping the trails and
3 MAG: 1991: NatlParks to protect a continuous corridor are ongoing . The North Country  Trail I:I B 500-member organization established in 1980,

4 MAG: 1991: NatlParks . # For more information , contact the Overmountain Victory Trail |:| P.O. Box 632, Manassas Park , VA 22111

5 MAG: 2003: Bicycling and anti-bike website operator John Parulis, describing the trails @ , east of San Rafael " Look at this

6 WEB: 2012: yelp.com try ... # Perks of coming here is hiking the Vvarious trails , and taking the ski lift back down .

7 BLOG: 2012: seattlemet.com that the city did not " re-interview " businesses along the trail completion ; and the fact that an

8 TV: 2016: Tomorrow, When the W... OK ? Rain gear 's there too . Should be some trail back if they have n't been taken . Awesome

9 NEWS: 1998: Houston because only a few of the wealthiest teams - the Portland Trail [(] by billionaire Paul Allen), the New York

10 MAG: 2010: PopMech , | also fail to notice that the side of the trail E @ cliff off the creek bed . With my blissful

11 MAG: 2009: OutdoorLife to find one . He showed me some images from a  trail that @ placed on the stand farthest from camp , the
12 TV: 2014: Avengers Assemble , arizona . How did ... Technopathic static. Covering one trail another . | told you | 'd back your

13 MAG: 2007: AmSpect first four miles or so were quite steep, as the trail the drainage through thick timber above the
14 MAG: 1997: Backpacker and its remote eastern tributaries, the vast and contorted Burr  Trail D huge and austere Kaiparowits Plateau , and the slot
15 MAG: 2009: Backpacker , so we divert onto a slippery embankment that rejoins the trail |:| , we recognize what 's left of an elk

16 MAG: 1997: Backpacker and describes himself as a warm sleeper . Often on the trail Ei more days at a time , Mike values a

17 MAG: 2008: Bicycling paths . Barnack can see riders heading up the Tollgate Trail window . But the Tims also ride . Barnack

18 NEWS: 2018: OregonLive.com TriMet and PGE are working a section of the Springwater Corridor Trail to 45th Place and the widely used trail is
19 NEWS: 1992: WashPost tour , the bus drops hikers off at the Skyline Drive trail them up at the bottom . A historian and

20 MAG: 1997: Backpacker a free backcountry trip planner and general map, or call Trails [l 962-1643 for its map to the park

]

—





Each of the top 60,000 words also has more detailed

pages, including a “dictionary” page, related topics,

collocates, clusters, websites, and concordance lines. Samples of each of these pages are given below.

DICTIONARY page

Includes a definition, links to Google Images, pronunciation, videos, and translations (to desired language) at
(up to) four different sites. Also includes synonyms and words with more specific meanings (hyponyms) and
more general meanings (hypernyms) (both from WordNet). It also includes frequency information (including
rank order, number of tokens, and two “range” measures of how well the word is spread throughout the
~500,000 texts, as well as its distribution across the eight main genres in the corpus. Finally, it also includes the
frequency of the different forms of the lemma (e.g. verb forms), and related words.

1. a raised horizontal surface 2. a document stating the aims and principles of a
political party 3. a woman's shoe with a very high thick sole 4. any military
structure or vehicle bearing weapons 5. the combination of a particular
computer and a particular operating system

[u] ) PlayPhrase YouGlish Yarn
& zH-CN: Goo

le WordRef Reverso Linguee

stand, platform, podium,

platform, manifesto

MORE SPECIFIC MEANING (click on blue woyd)

late  (British) tl

engineer

platform in the cab'of a locomotive on which the
ands to operate the cqntrols

foot)

turnthble  a circular horizontal platform that rotates a phonograph record
while it is peing played

stage a large platform on which people can stand and can be seen by an
audience

a narrow platform extending from the stage into the audience in a
theater of nightclub etc.

footbodrd a narrow|platform on which to stand or brace\the feet

“One click” link to Google Images

“One-click”
links to
translations
(4 different
sites)

Sl On Wikipedia, it's an open platform tha|

words and images
-

“One click” )
w %

links to ~
videos from =
PlayPhrase,
YouGlish, V‘J
and Yarn '

Lir

Dictionary English-German

FREQUENCY INFORMATION
Freq: 39,915 Range: 20,886 texts ( 0.04% )

] = ol @ =

=
BLOG TVIM SPOK FIC MAG NEWS ACAD
WORD FORMS
platform platforms
RELATED WORDS
platform (1), cross-platform (), multi-platform (|}, platform-specific (|},

platform-independent

MORE GENERAL MEANING (click on blue word)

level a flat surface at right angles to a plumb line
structure a thing constructed
document writing that provides information (especially information of an

official nature)

construction a thing constructed

footwear shaped to fit the foot (below the ankle) with a flexible
upper of leather or plastic and a sole and heel of heavier
material

shoe

= CngIsn == German

- aoun
platform

platform

Plattform f

Soziale Netzwerke kénnen als Plattform fiir Geschafte
dienen.

Social networks can serve as a platform for business

The platform allows the sharing of files. Die Plattform ermaglicht das Teilen von Dateien

Bahnsteig m
My train will be departing from the platform soon. Mein Zug wird in Kirze vom Bahnsteig abfahren.

Beachten Sie die Liicke zwischen dem Bahnsteig und dem
Zug.

Mind the gap between the platiorm and the train.

Podium nt

The speaker stood on a platform. Der Redner stand auf einem Podium.

Gleis nt

The train leaves from platform seven Der Zug fahrt von Gleis sieben ab.

on:
. Biihnerf

Podest nt Rampe f - Standflache 7 Pritsche f

@ = Youlube





TOPICS page

Shows words that tend to co-occur in the 22 million webpages in the corpus. In many cases these provide better
insight into meaning and usage than collocates (the standard tool for finding textually related words), and yet
we’re not aware of any other corpus that has these. Users can click on any of these words to follow a “chain” of
related words.

TOPICS | HORMONE | [ NOUN |

TOPICS | COSMOLOGICAL | [ AD) |

Topics

Same text Word PoS Same text Word PoS Same text Word PoS -
253 estrogen n 108 universe n 40 vibration n .
245 supplement n 82 bang n 30 frequency n
227 stimulate v 73 physics n 25 physics n
224 therapy n 7 cosmic j 23 atom n
209 cancer n 70 cosmology n 22 particle n
203 disease n 69 galaxy n 21 quantum n
202 prescribe v 68 quantum n 19 faint j
199 symptom n 62 physicist n 19 string n
192 diet n 59 particle n 17 molecule n
187 breast n 57 astronomer n 17 sound n
174 stress n 55 gravity n 17 wave n
171 nutrient n 54 expansion n 16 electron n
168 obesity n 53 theory n 16 gravity n
161 protein n 50 relativity n 16 magnetic j
161 e = 48 atom n 16 mathematical j
160 b v 45 constant j 16 motion n
160 injection n 45 correspond v 16 physicist n
160 iR < 44 gravitational j 16 vacuum n
158 meRlETe . 44 mathematical j 15 grin v

COLLOCATES page

Words that occur nearby. Click on any word to see the collocates for the new word, or click on the “text” icon to see
the word in context. The gray boxes show the most normal placement of the node word (e.g. Christmas tree, but

tree trunk). You can also sort by Mutual Information score and set frequency thresholds (Advanced Options).

COLLOCATES | TREE G Clusters Topics Dictionary Texts KWIC & !

Advanced options

+ADJ NEW WORD ? | |+VERB NEW WORD ? NEW WORD

christmas 9 4.46 3.28 overhead

branch 0 0 3.90 eg

palm g gnarly

fruit 497 | 6.34 fallen 20 | 2.64 gracefully
1888 | 6.34 oak B 395 | 2.99 thick E 16 | 3.64 thickly E
1880 | 6.39 trunk 387 | 3.71 nearby 421 | 3.54 line 15 | 2.57 densely
1782 | 614 | | pine 368 | 324 | | glant 412 | 483 | | decorate 15| 379 | | headfirst
1653 | 4.44 forest B 368 | 4.12 bare 402 | 274 surround 14 | 2.61 thick
1488 | 4.05 apple B 365 | 7.75 phylogenetic El 379 | 2.63 lean B 14 | 3.62 yonder B
1475 | 477 leaf B 315 | 7.79 downed El 280 | 4.61 trim El 12 332 skyward El
1236 | 7.73 shrub 278 | 434 mature 240 | 4.39 bark E 10 | 2.52 organically E
1055 | 5.30 shade 276 | 3.26 orange 214 | 4.40 l sway El 8 | 29 precariously E|
1052 | 4.22 root 236 | 8.18 deciduous 203 | 2.55 crash B 7 273 headlong E
948 3.42 species 217 | 673 flowering 195 | 7.40 fell E 7 32 sustainably 3
945 | 271 plant 210 | 6.16 evergreen 191 | 591 shade El
929 | 5.56 I limb 209 | 7.25 uprooted 174 | 3.44 chop E
848 3.99 stand 200 | 4.05 lone El 155 | 6.47 prune E
754 | 421 grass El 193 | 3.62 tropical El 151 | 4.74 topple El
726 | 2.87 wind 177 | 3.81 dense E 149 | 2.82 hug E
711 3.37 flower 174 | 5.60 towering B 148 | 354 harvest






CLUSTERS | BREAD | | NOUN See also: VERB

CLUSTERS page

The most common 2, 3, and 4 word strings. You can decide how “wide” or “tight” you want the clusters to be
(e.g. whether they include highly frequent words like articles and prepositions).

LIMIT: Loose Medium |[Tight| N+N

bread crumbs

white bread

bread and butter

#) Collocates Topics Dictionary Texts KWIC 4O

bread on the table

133 | day our daily bread

421 | bread pudding corn bread bread and wine 368 | piece of bread bread for the world 103 | thing since sliced bread
284 | bread slices french bread 158 | bread and water 250 |loaves of bread 25  bread and the wine 35 | breaking of the bread
177 | bread dough daily bread 158 | bread and cheese 234 |slice of bread 24 breadin five minutes 26 |slices of white bread
l156 .bread cubes 306 |wheat bread 128 | bread of life 194 | slices of bread 16 |bread in the toaster 24 | top with remaining bread
l128 .bread basket 302 |fresh bread 84 | bread and circuses 167 |whole wheat bread 16 | bread and butter issues 23 |side of each bread
l1l‘3 .bread flour 233 | banana bread 71 | bread and milk 109 | pieces of bread 16 |bread for the city 22 |loaf of french bread
.111 .bread machine 226 | garlic bread 53 | breadis buttered 92 | gluten free bread 15 | bread is buttered on 19 |slice of white bread
l94 .bread loaf 210 | pita bread 50 | breadand pasta 62 | freshly baked bread 14 | bread in the oven 19 |loaf of wonder bread
l83 .bread knife 205 |sliced bread 48 | bread and other 56 |whole grain bread 14 | bread which came down 18 | french or italian bread
l79 .bread lines 199 |rye bread 39  breadand circuses 56 |crustof bread 12 |bread and peanut butter 16 |salad and garlic bread
l78 .bread made 197 | wonder bread 35 | breadsand cereals 55 | milkand bread 12 |bread to the hungry 16 | serve with crusty bread
-77 .bread baking 190 | crusty bread 35 | breadand forgive 50 |[kind of bread 12 |bread to sop up 16 | smell of baking bread
.76 .bread box 171 | break bread 35 | breadand salt 47 |eatthe bread 11 | bread with olive oil 15 | consecration of the bread
.71 .bread crumb 166 |stale bread 26 | bread and then 45 | trail of bread 11 | bread and wine become 14 | feast of unleavened bread
l7l .bread alone 157 | baking bread 26 | breadand roses 44 | cheese and bread 10 | bread from the earth 14 | loaf of white bread
KWIC / concordance page

See 100 — 1000 random lines, with the surrounding words highlighted for part of speech. You can re-sort the

words by words to the left or right, all with the goal of seeing the patterns in which the word occurs.

KWIC See also as: NOUN AD)

12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

WEBSITE
TV:1996:
MAG:1996:
BLOG:2012:
FIC:2012:
MAG:1993:
MAG:2007:
WEB:2012:
ACAD:2007:
NEWS:2001:
SPOK:1992:
MNEWS:1995:
SPOK:1997:
SPOK:1996:
NEWS:2007:
FIC:2013:
ACAD:2003:
BLOG:2012:
TV:1994:
ACAD:1997:

TV:1998:

to need some minor adjustments . Want me to take a

for both sides " and prodded them to take yet another

#lines: 100 200 500 1000

, and cacao . While there , he took his first

along for years , it's just fair we get first

To all appearances,, it was working well enough .

Humvee , and Hallway is pulling away when a Single gunshot

initially of the heroin markets of the 1970s and then the

Voiceover) A search eventually turned up about 30 rocks of

auto industry has erected to keep out competition. And those

crack was the problem . Butitwasn't as if

it's tough to quit. " The Net is the

and she 's at large right now . She 's a

Then

# Collocates Clusters Topics Dictionary Websites o 8

SORT SORT

crack
crack
crack

crack

cracks
cracks
crack
crack
crack
crack
cracks

crack

SORT

[at] ft] [] vince ? Look, vince if you insist on
. But not from grapes-from palm trees . "

sort of agreement while declaring that " it
[open] grazing . Last week Pick had the buckaroos mark
E| its facade . # One day, for example

E D " Shot fired | " Garlick shouts . The

o] for the first time in 1995 . It had
@ the 1980s/1990s . What we imagine in terms of
addiction , " she says . # Sexual addicts

D Man 9 : It do n't look like much

ﬂ E very , very violent fugitive . Very violent .

d| reach its long-term goal in Japan - a goal

: O'Connor 's assessment jibes with the perceptions of former

# Suddenly, his spine can turn as crooked as a

little , he remembered . Mother always opened the window a
world , we would certainly consider a component worrisome if a
referring to the late pop singer Whitney Houstonas a "

it 's more dangerous to go to church than to a

Software SmartCrack is a Windows based software for analysis of

| guess when your heart gets broken , you see the

crack
crack
crack
crack
crack
crack
cracks

cracks

at a Los Angeles area halfway house called
E| @ highway . # He must keep his quadriceps Ziploc
coldest nights so my brother Larson and | would
grew | [halfwa: hrough| its thickness . # Taking one micrometer
g
February in the wake of her untimely death .
Bl
I] ﬂ There 's a woman behind St Lukes in a
|£| . Stress intensity factors for some 50
E ﬂ | guess when your heart gets broken , you






Texts page

Create Virtual Corpus

Freq | Text (click for topics) Words

160 | SPOK: NPR_Science chocolate, cocoa, tree, bean, bird, coffee, flavor,
SCIENCE, HISTORY AND CHEMISTRY OF CHOCOLATE M... migratory, crop, interesting, farmer, forest, tropical,

rain, plantation, growing, wine, texture, ferment,

cacao,

119 |WEB: ...eyourgrandmother.com brownie, recipe, chocolate, butter, chip, add, cocoa,
How To Make Perfect Brownies | How To Cook Li... ingredient, sugar, bake, perfect, cup, egg texture,

flour, powder, salt, pan, oven, batch,

69 |NEWS: WashPost chocolate, cake, dessert, gm, mixture, egg, chef,
OOZE AND AAHS; pan, sugar, cream, serve, melt, pastry, butter, fat,

mg, inn, ounce, cup, warm,

64 | NEWS: WashPost chocolate, cocoa, percent, bean, dark, bar,
Beyond Bittersweet; Once, any kid with a few ... manufacturer, flavor, bitter, percentage, sugar, milk,

plantation, origin, dark, product, specialty, growing,

prefer, association,

61 |MAG: CountryLiving chocolate, cocoa, set, tablespoon, cup, sugar, beat,
Cook Book: A fine Romance teaspoon, butter, bowl, minute, aside, vanilla, heat,

pan, flour, baking, add, min, salt,

60 |NEWS: USAToday chocolate, specialty, cocoa, praline, shop,
AValentine to Chocolate information, belgian, butter, cream, bean, sweet,
fill, sugar, filling, liquor, passion, box, supplier,

demo i nearly,

1S

WORDS FROM: I NEWS: USAToday: A Valentine to Chocolate

Move between page showing the Frequency = | word | Pos Topics Collocates
texts in which the word is a 60 El | chocolate n Topics Collocates
keyword (see above), and the 18 El | specialty n Topics Collocates
page showing all keywords from a 16 El | cocoa ' n Topics Collocates
SpeCiﬁC texts (right)- 15 El | praline n Topics Collocates
13 El | information n Topics Collocates
13 El | shop n Topics Collocates
10 El - belgian . j Topics Collocates
10 El | liquor n Topics Collocates
9 El | butter n Topics Collocates
8 El .cream . n Topics Collocates
7 El | bean n Topics Collocates
7 | | sweet j Topics Collocates
6 8 | fin [ v Topics Collocates
Summary

COCA has a number of features that sets it apart from any other corpus. These include its size (1.0 billion
words), how up-to-date it is (texts through Dec 2019), the wide range of genres (TV/Movie subtitles, spoken,
blogs, web, fiction, magazine, newspaper, academic), and its searches (range of query types, and the ease
and speed of its searches), including the ability to limit to and compare across genres and time periods.

In addition, it is different from most of the other corpora from English-Corpora.org in the attention that it
gives to the top 60,000 words in the corpus, and the wide range of information for each word, including
frequency information, definitions, synonyms, WordNet entries, related topics, concordances (new display in
COCA), clusters, websites that have the word as a “keyword”, and KWIC/concordance lines.

All of these features make COCA the ideal corpus for researchers, teachers, and learners.
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Worksheet 1.pdf
Reporting Verbs (Worksheet 1)

Match the reporting verbs below with their definitions. Note: Two reporting verbs will not be used.

A. Claim i) To find out, learn (especially for the
B. Argue first tlme)
) ii) To express in words, say
C. Find . .
iii) To offer a possible plan or action for
D. Conclude other people to consider
E. Propose iv) (More formal) to say something is true,
especially in an argument — it ma
F. State P y & . y
or may not be proven with
G. Discover evidence, and may be opinion
H. Contend v) To call attention to a point, to note
1. Explain something (often used for
. additional points and adding
J. Mention details)
K. Suggest vi) To make a proposal, to declare a plan
for something
vii)To discover something is true after
study or experimentation
viii) To say something is true, even

though there may be no definite
proof
ix) To form a final opinion based on the

results of an experiment or study
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Worksheet 1-answers.pdf
A. Claim

B. Argue

C. Find

D. Conclude
E. Propose
F. State

G. Discover
H. Contend
I. Explain

J. Mention

K. Suggest

Reporting Verbs (Worksheet 1)

Match the reporting verbs below with their definitions. Note: Two reporting verbs will not be used.

i) Tofind out, learn (especially for the
first time)

ii) To express in words, say

iii) To offer a possible plan or action for
other people to consider

iv) (More formal) to say something is true,
especially in an argument — it may
or may not be proven with
evidence, and may be opinion

v) To call attention to a point, to note
something (often used for
additional points and adding
details)

vi) To make a proposal, to declare a plan
for something

vii)To discover something is true after
study or experimentation

viii) To say something is true, even
though there may be no definite
proof

ix) To form a final opinion based on the
results of an experiment or study

(Suggested answers: A-ii, B-viii, C-vii, D-ix, E-iii, F-iv, G-1, J-v, K-vi)
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Worksheet 2.pdf
Gap-fill Exercise (Worksheet 2)

Choose the best reporting verb from the box to fill in the gap. You may need to change the tense of the
verb. Use each word only once.

hypothesize analyze maintain claim find state
estimate prove validate refute demonstrate
1. Chiotis et al. (2013), in a survey of MBA students at one institution, that nearly a

third of students experienced difficulty meeting the deadline for their first written assignment.

2. After several trials it has been that this technique is the most efficient.

3. Greenetal (2013) two seemingly different teaching techniques and found
they both were equally effective.

4. Two researchers in Sweden have that if students sleep with the textbook
under their pillow, they will remember more facts in the morning, than they did before (Oost
and Herst, 2018).

5. Ithas been by Tan et al. (2017) that the amount of data needed to
the theory is less than previously thought. They therefore
previous findings on the issue (e.g. Brown, 2012; Green, 2014)

6. Chiotis et al. (2013), in a survey of MBA students at one institution, that nearly a
third of students experienced difficulty meeting the deadline for their first written assignment.
However the evidence for this is not strong.

7. Although other researchers may disagree, Silver and Grey (1999) that their theory
is correct. They that they have its accuracy in many situations.
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Worksheet 2-answers.pdf
Gap-fill Exercise (Worksheet 2)

Choose the best reporting verb from the box to fill in the gap. You may need to change the tense of the
verb. Use each word only once.

hypothesize analyze maintain claim find state
estimate prove validate refute demonstrate
1. Chiotis et al. (2013), in a survey of MBA students at one institution, that nearly a

third of students experienced difficulty meeting the deadline for their first written assignment.

2. After several trials it has been that this technique is the most efficient.

3. Greenetal (2013) two seemingly different teaching techniques and found
they both were equally effective.

4. Two researchers in Sweden have that if students sleep with the textbook
under their pillow, they will remember more facts in the morning, than they did before (Oost
and Herst, 2018).

5. Ithas been by Tan et al. (2017) that the amount of data needed to
the theory is less than previously thought. They therefore
previous findings on the issue (e.g. Brown, 2012; Green, 2014)

6. Chiotis et al. (2013), in a survey of MBA students at one institution, that nearly a
third of students experienced difficulty meeting the deadline for their first written assignment.
However the evidence for this is not strong.

7. Although other researchers may disagree, Silver and Grey (1999) that their theory
is correct. They that they have its accuracy in many situations.

(Suggested answers: 1. found 2. validated 3. analyzed 4. hypothesized 5. refuted validate
demonstrate 6. claimed 7. maintained stated proven)
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...p;amp; International Development (<27
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heavily modified through agriculture (Aalen, Whelan & Stout, 2011), we hypothesize that this impact will have left its signature on spatial patt
an observational study, we can not infer directionality of the studied associations. We hypothesize that culture influences cesarean delivery
, the article specifically considers quality evaluation in the online sex advertisement domain. We hypothesize that, as with other relational sy:
properties of a domain by modeling its structure as a network; rather, we hypothesize that network science can be used to deduce (at least ¢
or equal to 19). The reasons for this are unclear, but we hypothesize that the differences are due to the somewhat distinct types of dynein-nr
of well-balanced bifurcations and the more efficient up-regulation of RBCs during capillary dilation. # We hypothesize that different bifurcati
was not true for the inter-dimer interface of GDP-tubulin tetramer. # It is tempting to hypothesize that significant stiffening of the inter-dime
STAT4 proteins, which can promote the activity of NK cells. Therefore, we hypothesize that the conditioned media of HIG2-silenced HCC cells
a role of systemic CCL20 signaling in TBI-induced neurodegeneration. In this study, we hypothesize that CCL20-CCR6 axis plays a critical role
and self-reported pain commenced prior to our twenty-first century recession.172 It is straightforward enough to hypothesize that " wages, 1
observed for P. argenteus in the present study. Thus, it is possible to hypothesize that P. argenteus is among the most promising species of 1
etal., 2010; Konsolakis et al., 2015). However, we hypothesize with some confidence that biochar has a direct electro-chemical influence on ¢
. Carotenoids are lipophilic organic molecules that accumulated from the feed. Thus, we hypothesize that biochar may sorb a certain amoun
appears to largely but not entirely be the case, then it is reasonable to hypothesize that a larger number and density of glycans on the surfac
fusion inhibition; E. Covs-Datson and D. Markovitz, manuscript in review). We hypothesize that the anti-viral entry effect may rely on binding
maize grain is cost-equivalent for rural areas. In more densely populated areas, we hypothesize that the ERoEI fes of natural gas for electric ¢
deserve further theoretical discussion (see below). Nevertheless, it is reasonable to hypothesize that gangs such as El Sereno, and perhaps C
and hence distracting, when participants are motivated to use these apps. We thus hypothesize that all main effects of distractor are stronge
that are enacted simultaneously by the legislature (see Figure 1). # We hypothesize that the effects on financial performance, structure, and
outcomes will improve, and more senior staff will be hired. Finally, we hypothesize that for-profit NHs are more likely to be affected by politic
a propensity for being engaged. Hence, the fifth and final dimension that we hypothesize for Narrative Engageability is " Ease of Accepting U
Djikic, & Mullin, 2011; Tan, 1994). Again, we hypothesize that Sympathy will have a positive relationship with Narrative Engageability. # H4: Sy
the community at some level through questions; however, we go even further and hypothesize that community participation in all aspects o .
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Function and strength of reporting verbs (Worksheet 3)

Below is a list of commonly used reporting verbs in formal academic writing, but indeed there
are many more. It is important you understand and know how to use the verb correctly before

placing it in a sentence, and that you use past or present tense as appropriate. Work in groups and
fill in each cell in blue with two more examples of reporting verbs and find their use examples in

the corpus.
Weaker position Neither strong or weak Stronger position

Addition adds

Advice advises

Agreement admits, concedes accepts, ... applauds,
congratulates, extols,
praises, supports

Argument and apologizes assures, ... alerts, ...

persuasion

Believing guesses, hopes, believes, ... asserts, guarantees,

imagines insists, upholds
Conclusion concludes, discovers, finds,

infers, realizes

Disagreement and | doubts, questions challenges, ... accuses, ...
questioning

Discussion

Emphasis discusses, explores accentuates, ...

Evaluation and

analyzes, ...

blames, complains,

Examination ignores, scrutinizes,
warns
Explanation articulates, clarifies,
explains
Presentation confuses comments, ... announces, promises
Suggestion alleges, intimates, | advises, ... asserts, recommends,

speculates

urges
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Function and strength of reporting verbs (Worksheet 3)

Below is a list of commonly used reporting verbs in formal academic writing, but indeed there
are many more. It is important you understand and know how to use the verb correctly before

placing it in a sentence, and that you use past or present tense as appropriate. Work in groups and
fill in each cell in blue with two more examples of reporting verbs and find their use examples in

the corpus.
Weaker position Neither strong or weak Stronger position

Addition adds

Advice advises

Agreement admits, concedes accepts, ... applauds,
congratulates, extols,
praises, supports

Argument and apologizes assures, ... alerts, ...

persuasion

Believing guesses, hopes, believes, ... asserts, guarantees,

imagines insists, upholds
Conclusion concludes, discovers, finds,

infers, realizes

Disagreement and | doubts, questions challenges, ... accuses, ...
questioning

Discussion

Emphasis discusses, explores accentuates, ...

Evaluation and

analyzes, ...

blames, complains,

Examination ignores, scrutinizes,
warns
Explanation articulates, clarifies,
explains
Presentation confuses comments, ... announces, promises
Suggestion alleges, intimates, | advises, ... asserts, recommends,

speculates

urges






Suggested answers:

Weaker position

Neither strong nor weak

Stronger position

infers, realises

Addition adds
Advice advises
Agreement admits, concedes accepts, acknowledges, agrees, applauds, congratulates, extols,
concurs, confirms, recognises praises, supports
Argument apologises assures, encourages, interprets, | alerts, argues, boasts, contends,
and justifies, reasons, advocates convinces, emphasises, exhorts,
persuasion forbids, insists, proves,
promises, persuades, threatens,
warns
Believing guesses, hopes, believes, claims, declares, asserts, guarantees, insists,
imagines expresses, feels, holds, knows, upholds
maintains, professes, thinks
Conclusion concludes, discovers, finds,

Disagreement
and

doubts, questions

challenges, debates, disagrees,
questions, requests, wonders

accuses, attacks, complains,
contradicts, criticises, denies,

speculates

postulates, proposes, suggests,
theorises

questioning discards, disclaims, discounts,
dismisses, disputes, disregards,
negates, objects to, opposes,
refutes, rejects
Discussion comments discusses, explores
Emphasis accentuates, emphasises,
highlights, stresses, underscores,
warns
Evaluation analyses, appraises, assesses, blames, complains, ignores,
and compares considers, contrasts, scrutinises, warns
Examination critiques, examines,
investigates, understands
Explanation articulates, clarifies, explains
Presentation | confuses comments, defines, describes, announces, promises
estimates, forgets, identifies,
illustrates, implies, informs,
instructs, lists, mentions, notes,
observes, outlines, points out,
presents, remarks, reminds,
reports, restates, reveals, shows,
states, studies, tells, uses
Suggestion alleges, intimates, advises, hypothesises, posits, asserts, recommends, urges
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Literature Review Worksheet

Introduction: What is the topic of my literature review?
Example: Gun control in the USA

Topic sentence:

Example: The number of gun deaths in the USA is directly related to the country’s gun laws.

My sources (works to be read, analyzed and cited):

1.

Example:

Lott, John R. More Guns, Less Crime: Understanding Crime and Gun-Control Laws. 7t ed.
University of Chicago Press, 2010.





Body: What are the main points/arguments of my sources? How are these points
supported?

Source 1

a.

Source 2

a.

Sources 3

d.

Example:

Source 1: Smith argues that stricter gun laws will mean fewer guns in society and fewer
murders. His statistics show that cities that have lower incidences of murder also have a
lower number of gun sales.





Source 2: Lott states that if citizens have the right to protect themselves with their own
guns, that there will be less incidences of random murder. He argues that potential
shooters will be deterred if they know that potential victims could also be carrying guns to
protect themselves.

Body: Similarities in (comparing) two or more of the articles:

Example: Smith and Lott both agree that private citizens need to go through mandatory
checks to determine whether or not they are psychologically fit to be carrying firearms.

Body: Differences in (contrasting) in two or more of the articles:





Example: Smith and Lott disagree on the level of security felt by guns owners.

Conclusion: Summarizing

Example: This literature review was conducted to analyze opposing perspectives on gun
laws and gun ownership in the United States.

Why is the topic of this literature review important and/or what should be the next step of
this study?

Example: Further research is needed to examine recent statistics on gun control, gun
ownership and gun deaths in other countries compared with that in the United States.

For additional help: book an appointment with an Academic Writing and Humanities
Specialist at the Writing & Learning Centre: https://alexander.mywconline.com

This worksheet was put together with help from:
http:// library.concordia.ca/help/writing/literature-review.php
http://www.writing.utoronto.ca/advice/specific-types-of-writing/literature-review

http://www.lib.uoguelph.ca/get-assistance/writing/specific-types-papers/writing-literature-
review



http://www.writing.utoronto.ca/advice/specific-types-of-writing/literature-review
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