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Activity 1: Introduction 
 

 

 
Is the ground sagging? How many triangles are there in this 

picture? 

 

What animal(s) do you think of when you see these adjectives? 

 

Quiet  

Busy  

Slow  

Cunning  

Gentle  

Loyal  

 

  



In fact, the floor is flat in the first picture, and there are no triangles (three lines connected) in the 

second picture. Our brain tricks us to see things that are not true. We call these optical 

illusions. 

 

Instead of directly pointing out their characteristics, writers often refer to characters as animals 

to illustrate their characteristics. This figure of speech is called allusion.  

 

Look at the definitions of the two words from the dictionary below. 

 
 

 
 

 

We now know what these two words mean. But do you know how to use them? 

  



Activity 2: Understanding usage through corpus 
 

Today, we will learn how to tell the two words apart by looking at how they are used in real life. 

 

We will look at the Corpus of Contemporary American English. A corpus is a database of texts 

from many sources, such as newspapers, TV shows, and academic journals. By searching 

keywords, we can observe how words are used in different places. The following are places 

where you can find the word allusion and illusion in fiction: 

 

 
 

 
 

1. Circle all the noun & noun phrases that contain "allusion" or "illusion" in the 

sentence. 

2. Do you see any relationship between them?  

 

3. Based on what you have observed, what is the difference between allusion and 

illusion?  

  



Activity 3: Application 

 

1. Try to finish the cloze passage with these two words and discuss with your 

groupmates why you chose the answer. You may need to change the form of the word 

to make it grammatically correct. 

 

Allusion Illusion 

 

A magician came to our school to perform today. I enjoyed the performance very much even 

though I know it is just an ________. During the show, he ________ life as the __________ he 

stages everyday. 

 

“Why?” we asked. 

 

“Life is like a rollercoaster. Do you always hear this __________? I think we should first 

remember the most important things in life are not tangible. We may think we will always be 

rich, but it becomes an __________ when we lose all the money. We may think everyone loves 

us, but one day we will find ourselves all alone in the world.” 

 

He explained further by _______ our lives to a circle. “We come to the world with nothing. We 

leave the world with nothing, despite whatever we have done on earth. We all know about this 

_________, but we still don’t do much about it. Isn’t this the ultimate ___________?” 

 

 

2. Listen to the song Underbite by Protest The Hero. 

Have a listen and discuss the following questions with your classmates. 

 

 
 

“An illusion seldom spoken. An understanding between you and I 

that the ground that you stand on is somehow less than mine. 

An allusion to a broken home, 

left on the street and chilled to the bone. 

So hey, we still feeling good? 

Now you comprehend our complex relationship, consumer/consumed. 

You're just some stupid kid and I'm a megalomaniac.”  

 

 

 

 

YouTube link: https://youtu.be/2HjTs-y-ZQo 

[Strong language in the first sentence and throughout the spoken verse of the MV. May not be 

suitable for younger students; start from 2:10 if strong language is to be avoided] 

https://youtu.be/2HjTs-y-ZQo


1. What does the illusion refer to? 

2. By saying the situation is an allusion to a broken home, what does the narrator mean? 

What emotion(s) is he conveying? 

3. Look back on your life. Are there things in your life that seem to be actually illusions? Try 

to complete the sentences below. You can refer to the lyrics and the following word bank 

for ideas. 

 

Mentioned  recognized   heard of    understood    accepted     
believed      thought of   

Fire   water    river    seaside   birds    music     forest   

Happiness   love   relationship   sadness    hope 

Photograph      movie      symphony     abandoned    cold 

Volatile     erupt     desperate    blank     black 

 

An illusion seldom ____________. A(n) __________________________ 

An allusion to ________________ 

__________________________________ 

So _____________________________ 

 

Activity 4: Summary 
 

Match the choices. 

 

Allusion Illusion 

_________________________ _________________________ 

                          

a)  An hidden expression or indirect reference. 

b)  An instance of a wrong perception of a sensory experience.  

 

Now, are you familiar with the use of allusion and illusion? Try to write an experience when you 

visited a museum and include the words allusion and illusion. Write about 100 words. Share 

with your friends and family about what you have written. You can even invite them for another 

visit! 

 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________________ 


