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Do you think ‘now’ in English and ‘¥R#F’ in Chinese are used in the same way? Please
complete the following tasks and find out the answer.

Task la:
Look at the following parallel concorance lines:

QT HAE % # fEtE A !
now should goto garden into !

O: "And now for the garden!"

@ T: “bh®h B B F1

quick now immediately go
O: "Quick, now!"

@ THE EH B & - BE £ AR k-

make his head raise high now fetch brandy come
O: Hold up his head — Brandy now —

Question: Why are the English versions of the above sentences so much shorter than the
Chinese ones? Are there any words omitted from the English sentences? What are they?
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Task 1b:

Look at the following parallel concorance lines:

@O HE A Iz HE A B B BT -
I now noteat only | notwant eat 3sg

T: But | didn’t choose to just yet.

G o #&k HiEE “WHE T FE EE B OE

| now be groupleader PFV even mainly be

T: Because | was "group leader" and, even more, ...
group

@®o: & M M A F O Bk H 0 K "R AR

I think 3sgnot be casually in thisway speak may be intentionally
2HOE Kk omE &k OBE A~ FER #BX # S5
want let | know | now not same past GEN status

T: | suspected that he said this to let me know my changed status.

(7) O: e » B 3RAE AB0ERY B /Y s ¥ B AfF

then 1 now live in between this new living
BRI = B W WE?
surroundings be what Q

T: So what about my life in these new surroundings?

@ T, Par & By HBE HE R O S

| before remember things now remember not

O: | can’t remember things as [ used to ...

(9) O: Hife 28 & B BE-

now cite afew example

T: To cite a few examples.

Question: What is missing from the English versions of the above sentences? Why?




Task 1c:
Look at the following parallel concorance lines:

(10) Togrmy > e Ay 5FED e B& Sk 17 —F 1”7

OK I plan now already finish one half

O: "Come, there’s half my plan done now!"

1) T H-EE BE F A FE o k-

| I now almost make not clear sir

O: "I — I hardly know, Sir, just at present — ... "
(12O R BAE R WIE T & JR T e
but 1 now very recover some strength

T: But | feel much better now.

Question: What do you notice about the relative positions of now and xian4zai4? What
conclusions can you draw?

Quiz

Please choose the more appropriate English translation of the following Chinese sentences:

O: HHER RAGG I EER RHVE EHAR !
UI’'m now opening out like the largest telescope that ever was!
CLINow I'm opening out like the largest telescope that ever was!

O: EFH| 7 EEr, WAl 1 - .
1 Now I can do no more, whatever happens.
I I now can do no more, whatever happens.







