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  TEACHING GUIDES 
  

  

TARGET STUDENTS: Junior Two Students 

  

 

CORPUS USED: Lextutor Concordance 

  

 

GROUP MEMBERS: Fannie & Raina 

  

 

WORDS: Spend & Cost 

 

 

Duration: 90 Minutes 
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Teaching Objectives: 

On finishing the lesson, students are able to 
1. Words and expressions: 

  (1) Distinguish the different usages between spend and cost. 

(2) Master the language patterns of the two verbs 

 

 

2. Skills and strategies 
（1）Use the corpus properly and individually 

(2)  Use the two verbs productively in speaking and writing 

 

3.Significance of learning 
  (1) Gain confidence through cooperative learning 

    (2) Develop learner autonomy with corpus search 

 
Teaching Procedures: 
Step 1: Test students’ knowledge of the target language item (spend 

and cost) and arouse their attention on the target language items. 

 

1.Read the text. Fill in the missing words from the box below and pay 

attention to the form of the words. 

 

spend cost 

 

  
I live near the beach. I _______ 20 minutes 

going there by car. On a hot summer day, I 

can ______ a whole day at the beach. I 

usually pack drinks and food for lunch 

because food at the beach is overpriced. A hot 

dog ________ me around five dollars! A cup 

of juice __________ about four dollars! Plus, 

I have to _________ a lot of time waiting in 

line. I don’t want to take time standing in line 

to buy overpriced junk food! 

Individual Work:            

Independent Practice 
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Step2. Use lextutor to provide students with hands-on corpus search 

https://www.lextutor.ca/conc/eng/ 

2.Look at the concordance lines below and see if you can find the answers 

to Question 1 by yourselves, then discuss with your partners about the 

uncertain answers. 

 

 
 

 

Search the word “spend”, sorted one word left (taken from 

Brown_BNC writ.(2+m) corpus) . 

A. Please circle the subjects (before the word spend) in the sentences and 

then fill in the table. The first example has been done for you. 

 

100 H.lapillus 

101 We 

106 Who 

B. Tick the correct one(s). (You may tick both if necessary) 

These circled words in Question A refer to    

a. sb.    √ 

b. sth.           

  

Pair Work:                      

Discovery Activity 

  

Teacher Tips: Ask the students to search the words from the corpus if computers 

or tablet PCs are available; if not, use the printed lines. Check the concordance 

lines. Ss start to explore and discover the language use pattern. 

Teacher Tips: Teachers can use the cloze to test students’ knowledge and raise their 

awareness of the differences of the two words before the following activities. Students 

can check answers with their partners afterwards. 

https://www.lextutor.ca/conc/eng/
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C. Please circle the objects (after the word spend) in the sentences and then 

fill in the table. The first example has been done for you. 

 

101 millions of dollars 

102 our lives 

115 a day 

 

 

D. Tick the correct one(s). (You may tick both if necessary) 

These circled words in Question C refer to    

      a. time    √ 

      b. money √ 

 

    

Search the word “cost”, sorted one word left (taken from Brown_BNC 

writ.(2+m) corpus) . 

A. Please circle the subjects (before the word cost) in the sentences and fill 

in the table. The first example has been done for you. 

 

485 it 

486 these measures 

492 boat 

B. Tick the correct one(s). (You may tick both if necessary) 
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These circled words in Question A refer to    

a. sb.     

b. sth.     √ 

 

C. Please circle the objects or direct objects (after the word spend) in the 

sentences and fill in the table. The first example has been done for you. 

 

485 a cent 

488 a fortune 

489 their lives 

 

D. Tick the correct one(s). (You may tick more than one if necessary) 

These circled words in Question C refer to    

a. time     

b. money √ 

c. loss or suffering √ 

 

Step 3. Summarize language patterns inductively 

After answering questions from A to D. Groups can then give feedback to 

each other, explaining the different collocations and usage of “spend” 

and “cost” and then summarize the use patterns. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 
summarize 

 

 

 

Group interaction:                      

making the task easier 

  
Teacher Tips: Provide students with many language examples and help them 

language patterns inductively.  
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Spend (please list out another Two use patterns) 

 

use pattern Examples from the corpus 

1.sb. spend +money/time on+sth. We spend millions of dollars every 

year on fortune tellers. 

2.sb.spend+money/time+doing+sth. You would spend many years 

attempting to disprove this thesis. 

3.sb.spend+money/time+in+sp. I wouldn’t spend a night in here. 

 

    Conclusion: 

    spend: 

    1.to pay out or expend; dispose of (money, wealth, resources, etc.): 

     e.g. I resist to spend my money. 

    2.to employ (labor, thought, words, time, etc.), as on some object or in some  

proceeding: 

     e.g. Don't spend much time on it. 

     3. to pass (time) in a particular manner, place, etc.:     

     e.g. We spent a few days in Baltimore. 

 

Cost (please list out another TWO use patterns) 

 

use pattern Examples from the corpus 

1.sth. cost (sb.) +money The leisure center will cost the 

company 1.4 million. 

2. sth. cost (sb.)+loss It would cost them their lives. 

3.sth. cost+sb.+suffering/sacrifice  The truth cost me bitter tears. 

 

    Conclusion: 

 cost:   verb  

1.to require the payment of (money or something else of value) in an exchange: 

e.g. That camera cost $200. 
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      2. to result in the loss of: 

      e.g. Carelessness costs lives. 

3. cause to lose or suffer: 

e.g. The accident cost her a broken leg. 

 

    Step 4. Output exercises 

    

  

4. 

Look at the picture above, and complete the 

passage with ‘spend’ or ‘cost’ in the correct form 

 

In Mexico, people like to eat burritos as breakfast. A burrito is a dish in Mexican and 

Tex-Mex cuisine that consists of a flour tortilla with various other ingredients. People 

usually _________ 35 minutes on homemade burritos, including cook, assembly, and 

clean up while they just _________ 19 minutes getting the take-out burritos. However, 

homemade burritos only _______ them $1.34 but the take-out burritos _________ them 

$6.86. Some people prefer to make burritos at home because they _______ less money 

but others prefer to buy burritos because they want to ___________ less time on 

burritos. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Individual Work:            

Independent Practice 

 
 

Teacher Tips:  

1.Engage students in output exercises and check students’ understanding of these two 

words.  

2.Encourage students to use the corpus searches if they are confused.  

3.Let students check answers with their partners after completing the exercises. 
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5. Oral and written exercises 

Speaking activity: 

Work in groups of 3. Student A interviews student B, student C records student B’s 

answers. Then take turns. 

(Student B interviews student C, student A records student C’s answers.) 

(Student C interviews student A, student B records student B’s answers.) 

 
 

 
 
Sample Dialogue:  

Student A:  What gift did you prepare? 

Student B: I prepared a/an XX. 

Student A:  How long did you spend making your gift? 

Student B: I spent ……making my gift. 

Student A: How much did it cost you? / How much did you spend on the gift? 

Student B: It cost me ……/ I spent……on my gift. 

Student A: Why did you make this gift?  

Student B: The reason why I made this gift is that/Because…… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Step1: As the Spring Festival is coming, the teacher asks students to 

prepare homemade gifts for their classmates and bring them to class.  
Step2: In class, students are then divided into groups of three to do an 

interview and take notes of the time and money he/she spent on the 

homemade gifts.  
Step3: Students take turns to interview and write down the information 

the speaker gave. 
Step4: Students then report the information they recorded to group 

members and can receive the gift if he or she reports correctly. 

Group work:                    

interview, record & 

report 

 
 

Teacher Tips:  

Check students’ understanding of the instructions and then encourage students to bridge 

the information gap through communication. Get everyone involved in the task and 

make sure they have mastered these two words. 
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Writing activity: 

Write a short passage according to the notes. 

 

 

 

Tips: 

First, you need to describe the gift you received. 

Second, money and time spent on the gift are needed to express with the words ‘spend’ and ‘cost’. 

Last, you need to write about whether you like the present or not and explain why. 

 

Individual work:                    

writing 


