
A corpus-based innovative approach to vocabulary teaching 
and learning 

 

Group 7 Activity Design 
 
Student names​: CHUNG, King Chi (Ben) 11128120 
                              TAM, Haau Ying (Harris) 11131672 
 
Level of students:​ Primary 6 of intermediate level (20 students in total) 
 
Number of lesson:​ ​One double lesson (80 mins in total) 
 
Textbook adapted:​ Longman Elect 6A Chapter 5: Our favourite film 
 
Topic:​ Disney films ​‘Frozen’, ‘Finding Nemo’, ​and ​‘Toy Story 3’ 
 
Target vocabulary items:​ ‘-ed’ ​(‘bored’)​ and ‘-ing’ ​(‘boring’)​ adjectives 
 
Learning objectives:  
By the end of the lesson, students will be able to: 
1. distinguish the difference in the usage between '-ed' and '-ing' adjectives with 
the focus on ​'bored' ​and ​'boring' ​in the dialogue between Anna and Elsa in 
'Frozen'.  
2. use '-ed' adjectives to describe how people feel or '-ing' adjectives to describe 
people or things that cause others to have feelings in the story of 'Finding Nemo'. 
3. write a short film review on ‘Finding Nemo’ using ‘-ed’ and ‘-ing’ adjectives. 
4. use the corpus (2k Graded) to support self-directed and inductive learning. 
 
Corpus used:​ Lextutor Concordance (2k Graded) 
 
Context:​ It is Disney Film Week and you are going to enjoy a lot of Disney films, 
like 'Frozen' and 'Finding Nemo'. During the week, you will learn how to describe 
different things using '-ed' and '-ing' adjectives and how to write a short film 
review using ‘-ed’ and ‘-ing’ adjectives.  
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Lesson progression:  
STAGE 1: Testing Ss’ knowledge and Raising Ss’ awareness (15 mins) 
Assuming that Ss watched the Disney film 'Frozen' in the last lesson, T first asks 
Ss to work individually to complete a exercise about Anna and Elsa, the main 
characters in 'Frozen', to test their understandings of '-ed' and '-ing' adjectives, 
with ​'bored' ​and ​'boring' ​as the target vocabulary items. 
 
Ss will then be asked to work in pairs to check each other's work to see if there 
are any different answers, and they will try to think of some rules of using '-ed' 
and '-ing' adjectives regarding the individual task.  
 
Ss will then be asked to work in groups to further explore the use of '-ed' and 
'-ing' adjectives by making use of corpus to see if their initial thoughts are 
correct. 
 
STAGE 2: Hands-on corpus search and Inductive discovery by Ss (20-25 mins) 
Ss will be asked to use the corpus to search for some authentic examples of 
'-ed' and '-ing' adjectives or simply read the concordance lines captured from 
the corpus, depending on the availability of computers.  
 
Next, Ss will then be asked to circle some key language forms in the sentences 
which contain the '-ed' and '-ing' adjectives. Then, they try to find out the rules 
and sentence patterns when using '-ed' and '-ing' adjectives. They are also 
encouraged to amend the individual task in STAGE 1 if there are mistakes to 
make the part of 'Frozen' more complete. 
 
By comparing both results (with corpus and without corpus), T can emphasise 
the benefit of using corpus for self-directed learning. Then, T will summarize the 
usage of '-ed' and '-ing' adjectives.  
 
STAGE 3: Output and Application (40-45 mins) 
There are two language foci in this stage: speaking and writing.  
 
Before the activity starts, T will first tell Ss that they are going to watch another 
Disney film called 'Finding Nemo' and then introduce the story plot of ‘Finding 
Nemo’ to ensure that Ss are clear about the storyline of the film.  
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After that, Ss will work in groups of 5, each group member will be given a 
corresponding scenario card according to assigned student number. The order 
of the scenario card is the same as the storyline of the story. Ss need to 
complete the speech bubble and the photo caption. Ss can refer to the table to 
get the hint. When they have completed the scenario card, they take turns to 
read aloud their answer in their group. Ss are encouraged to do a peer 
assessment on their peers’ performance. 
 
Eventually, Ss will be asked to produce a short film review on 'Finding Nemo' by 
using both '-ed' and '-ing' adjectives individually. Ss will be provided with a 
sample film review of ‘Frozen’ to deconstruct the structure and language use. 
 
Ss are encouraged to share their views on the film 'Finding Nemo' and the class 
has to vote for the best 3 short film reviews for the whole lesson. 
 
STAGE 4: Homework 
Ss are going to watch some clips of another Disney film ‘Toy Story 3’. There are 
three short video clips of some scenes in the film with different levels of 
difficulty. Ss will be given a worksheet that is corresponding with their own level. 
Each worksheet will have a different task. For the easiest worksheet, Ss are only 
asked to fill in some ‘-ed’ and ‘-ing’ adjectives; for the intermediate one, Ss are 
asked to compose some complete sentences describing the scene using ‘-ed’ 
and ‘-ing’ adjectives; for the most difficult one, Ss are asked to write a paragraph 
to describe what is happening in the scene using ‘-ed’ and ‘-ing’ adjectives. This 
approach is adopted because T wants to maximize students’ learning and caters 
for their learning diversity. Ss are also encouraged to do one or more worksheets 
if they feel comfortable and confident. This stage is designed to provide Ss with 
free practice; still, there are some hints for each worksheet. 
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XXX Primary School 
Primary 6 English Language 

Disney Film Week: '-ed' & '-ing' adjectives 
STAGE 1: Testing Ss’ knowledge and Raising Ss’ awareness 

Name: _____________________   Class: 6_____(____)  Date: ___________________ 
Part 1: Filling in the blanks [Individual work] 
You watched the Disney film ​'Frozen' ​in the last lesson. Do you remember the 
two characters 'Anna' and 'Elsa'? They are talking to each other right now. ​Read 
their conversation and ​fill in the blanks​ with either ​'bored'​ or ​'boring'​. 
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Part 2: Talking to your partner [Pair work] 
Work with your partner. ​Read​ each other’s work and ​see​ if you have the same 
answer with your partner. Then, ​find out​ your own rules on when to use ​‘bored’ 
and ​‘boring’​. 
 

When to use ​‘bored’​?  When to use ​‘boring’​? 

●  
 
 
 

●  
 
 
 

●  
 
 
 

●  
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XXX Primary School 
Primary 6 English Language 

Disney Film Week: '-ed' & '-ing' adjectives 
STAGE 2: Hands-on corpus search and Inductive discovery by Ss 

Name: _____________________   Class: 6_____(____)  Date: ___________________ 
Part 1: Testing your rules by looking into the use of ​‘bored’ ​and ​‘boring’ ​with 
authentic examples [Group work] 
Form​ groups of 5. ​Look at​ the concordance lines below for both ​‘bored’ ​and 
‘boring’​ from the 2k Graded Corpus. Then, ​compare​ the use of the two adjectives. 

Concordance lines of ​‘bored’ 

 

 
Short sum up:​ Most of the subjects are ​people / things​. (Circle one)
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Concordance lines of ​‘boring’ 

 

 
Short sum up:  
Most of the subjects are ​people / things​. (Circle) 
The adjective ​'boring'​ usually stands before ​a noun / a verb / an adverb / an 
adjective​. (Circle one) 
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Part 2: Looking into the sentence pattern of ​'bored' ​and ​'boring'​ [Group work] 
Read​ the concordance lines again. ​Write down​ at least three sentence patterns 
of using ​'bored'​ and ​'boring'​ in the table below. An example is shown for each. 
 

The adjective ​'bored' 

Sentence Pattern  Example from the corpus 

1. I + would + be + ​bored​ + preposition + 
   noun (+ preposition + noun) 

I would be ​bored​ to death in a month, 

2. 
 
 

 

3. 
 
 

 

4. 
 
 

 

 
 

The adjective ​'boring' 

Sentence Pattern  Example from the corpus 

1. very + ​boring​ + noun  very ​boring​ game 

2. 
 
 

 

3. 
 
 

 

4. 
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Part 3: Summarising the use of ​'bored' ​and ​'boring' ​[Group work] 
 

 
Now, you can ​read​ the individual task about Anna and Elsa's conversation again 
and ​change​ some of the blanks if you think they are not correct. 
 
Circle​ your final answer(s). 
1. We use '-ed' adjectives ​('bored') ​to describe how ​people / things​ feel. 
2. We use '-ing' adjectives ​('boring')​ to describe ​people / things​ that cause 
others to have the feelings. 
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XXX Primary School 
Primary 6 English Language 

Disney Film Week: '-ed' & '-ing' adjectives 
STAGE 3: Output and Application 

Name: _____________________   Class: 6_____(____)  Date: ___________________ 
Story Plot of ‘​Finding Nemo’ 
The film is about a little fish called Nemo who lives with his father, Marlin. A man 
catches Nemo so his father Marlin sets off to look for him. Marlin faces a lot of 
difficulties but he doesn't give up. In the end, Marlin saves Nemo. 

 
 
Part 1: Role playing [Group work: Speaking] 
Form​ groups of 5 and ​assign​ each with a number (Student 1; Student 2; Student 
3; Student 4; Student 5). 
 
Each of you will have a scenario card: 

1. Read​ the scenario card; 
2. Complete​ the ​speech bubble​ and the ​photo caption​ using the ‘-ed’ or 

‘-ing’ adjectives; 
 

You can use the following table to help you. 
 

bored  excited  surprised  frightened  touched 

boring  exciting  surprising   frightening  touching 

 
3. Share​ your ideas with your peers. 
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Put​ a tick (​✓)​ in the box. ​[Peer Assessment] 

 😁  😟 

 

Your peer can ​use​ the ‘-ed’ and ‘-ing’ adjectives correctly.  ▢  ▢ 

Your peer can ​present​ the dialogue lively.   ▢  ▢ 
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Part 2: Writing a short film review [Individual work: Writing] 
Now, ​write​ a short film review of ​Finding Nemo​ to tell us how you feel about the 
film. You can ​read​ the sample film review of ​Frozen ​below.  

 

 
 
Steps: 

1. Write​ the ​name​ of the film. 
2. Describe​ your ​feelings​ about the film. 
3. Give​ an ​example​. 
4. Sign​ your ​name​. 

*Use simple past tense to write the short film review 
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It’s your time to ​write​! 
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XXX Primary School 
Primary 6 English Language 

Disney Film Week: '-ed' & '-ing' adjectives 
STAGE 4: Homework (Less able learners) 

Name: _____________________   Class: 6_____(____)  Date: ___________________ 
1. Watch​ the video clip of ‘Lotso’s future’ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PYzFcBd8Bu8​; 
2. Use​ ‘-ed’ or ‘-ing’ adjectives to describe the ​character(s)​ and the​ scene​. 

(Hint: You can use the following table to help you) 

bored  excited  surprised  frightened 

boring  exciting  surprising   frightening 
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XXX Primary School 
Primary 6 English Language 

Disney Film Week: '-ed' & '-ing' adjectives 
STAGE 4: Homework (Intermediate learners) 

Name: _____________________   Class: 6_____(____)  Date: ___________________ 
1. Watch​ the video clip of ‘Children’s playtime’ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nny1Du93z9o​; 
2. Write​ 3 sentences to describe the ​character(s)​ and the​ scene​ with ‘-ed’ or 

‘-ing’ adjectives. (Hint: You can read the scenario card of ‘Finding Nemo) 
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XXX Primary School 
Primary 6 English Language 

Disney Film Week: '-ed' & '-ing' adjectives 
STAGE 4: Homework (Advanced learners) 

Name: _____________________   Class: 6_____(____)  Date: ___________________ 
1. Watch​ the video clip of ‘Lotso’s past’ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EJJXYPhVOFM​; 
2. Write​ 70 words to describe the ​character(s)​ and the​ scene​ with ‘-ed’ or 

‘-ing’ adjectives. (Hint: You can read the sample short film review) 
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